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           MEMORANDUM 
 
 
Reference: NWCG#012-2008 
 
To: NWCG Executive Board 
 
From: NWCG Chair       
 
Date: July 10, 2008 
 
Subject: Standards for Burn Injuries 
 
The following standards will be used when any firefighter sustains burn injuries, regardless 
of agency jurisdiction. 
 
After on-site medical response, initial medical stabilization, and evaluation are completed; 
the agency administrator or designee having jurisdiction for the incident and/or firefighter 
representative (e.g. Crew Boss, Medical Unit Leader, Compensations for Injury Specialist, 
etc.) should coordinate with the attending physician to ensure that a firefighter whose 
injuries meet any of the following burn injury criteria is immediately referred to the nearest 
regional burn center.  It is imperative that action is expeditious, as burn injuries are often 
difficult to evaluate and may take 72 hours to manifest themselves.  These criteria are based 
upon American Burn Association criteria as warranting immediate referral to an accredited 
burn center.   
 
The decision to refer the firefighter to a regional burn center is made directly by the 
attending physician or may be requested of the physician by the agency administrator or 
designee having jurisdiction and/or firefighter representative. 
 
The agency administrator or designee for the incident will coordinate with the employee’s 
home unit to identify a Workers Compensation liaison to assist the injured employee with 
workers compensation claims and procedures. 
 
Workers Compensation benefits may be denied in the event that the attending physician 
does not agree to refer the firefighter to a regional burn center.  During these rare events, 
close consultation must occur between the attending physician, the firefighter, the agency 
administrator or designee and/or firefighter representative, and the firefighter’s physician to 
assure that the best possible care for the burn injuries is provided.   
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Burn Injury Criteria 

 Partial thickness burns (second degree) involving greater than 5% Total Body Surface 
Area (TBSA).  

 Burns (second degree) involving the face, hands, feet, genitalia, perineum, or major 
joints. 

 Third-degree burns of any size are present. 
 Electrical burns, including lightning injury are present. 
 Inhalation injury is suspected. 
 Burns are accompanied by traumatic injury (such as fractures). 
 Individuals are unable to immediately return to full duty. 

 
When there is any doubt as to the severity of the burn injury, the recommended action 
should be to facilitate the immediate referral and transport of the firefighter to the nearest 
burn center. 
 
As list of possible burn care facilities can be found at:   
http://www.blm.gov/nifc/st/en/prog/fire/im.html. 
 
For additional NWCG incident emergency medical information see: 
http://www.nwcg.gov/teams/shwt/iemtg/index.html 
 
If you have any questions, please contact your agency representative to the Safety and 
Health Working Team. 
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