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Food, MRE

NATIONAL INTERAGENCY FIRE CENTER
e = 3833 South Development Avenue
Boise, Idaho 83705

9216 NFES (FA240)
v"”"""’sqt September 12, 2002
Frrmmmror s NATIONAL FIRE EQUIPMENT SYSTEM

CACHE MEMORANDUM NO. 02-10

To: NFES: National Incident Support Caches
From: Paul Naman, NFES Representative - NIFC
Subject: Recall - Food, Meals Ready to Eat (MRE’s) - NFES #1842

The Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) has announced they are recalling 74 pallets of MREs due to possible
salmonella contamination of the non-dairy creamer packets. These MREs were distributed through DLA’s
Tracy Defense Depot, which is the sole distribution center for MREs supplied to GSA and the NFES. DLA
has been unable to determine the date of distribution of these MREs. Although GSA’s current inventory does
not include any of the affected MREzs, it is possible some may have been sold to NFES or other customers
prior to the recall notification.

4"\
The MREs subject to recall were produced by the Wornick Company, McAllen, TX, case lot numbers 2126-
006, Case A or B. This information is found on the end of each box of MREs. The potentially contaminated

non-dairy creamers are marked “Jianas Brothers Packaging Co., Kansas City, MO.”
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S Fire caches and other organizations with MREs should inspect all stocks to determine if they are subject to
the recall. Boxes of MREs meeting recall criteria should be immediately removed from service and not be
issued for consumption. Units with MRESs subject to the recall should contact Linda Schurg, GSA, at (817)
R 978-3163 and provide information on the quantity found. Direction on the final disposition for recalled MREs
will be provided as soon as it becomes available.
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Questions regarding this information should be directed to Linda Schurg at the phone number above.

/s/ Paul E. Naman

cc:
State Fire Management Officers - BLM

Regional Directors Fire and Aviation Management - USFS
Technology Development Centers - San Dimas, Missoula
Agency Directors - NIFC

Logistics Center - NICC

Ray Balli - GSA

Paul Solarz - USFS
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Food, MRE

INSPECTION OF MRE MEALS

1. The MRE ration is a complex composite of a variety of components that deteriorate at different rates, making overall
shelf-life determination based on remaining shelf-life alone unrealistic, and virtually impossible.

2. The enclosed guides cover visual inspection procedures which provide a basis for FOOD SERVICE inspection of the
MRE rations.
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Appendix C

MRE STORAGE LIFE BASED ON STORAGE TEMPERATURE

SUSTAINED TEMPERATURE ESTIMATED
(DEGREES F) SHELF-LIFE MONTHS

120 1
110 5
100 18
90 30
80 48
70 66
60 84

less then 50 96

Source DIA Pub DPSC 4155.2 Table (P)
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Food, MRE

SZ Fire Cache Process Procedures

MRE meals (Ready-to-Eat) Hot Weather Vehicle Storage Shelf-Life Awareness

\\\ (R

R9800344

When MRE are stored in fluctuating temperature the Shelf-Life of the MRE will change. The storage of MRE
within a vehicle storage compartment will increase the storage temperature of the MRE meal based on its
fluctuating outside temperature range which will reduce the storage life of that MRE meal. See the attached
temperature Shelf-Life chart which is based on constant storage temperature.

It is recommended that MRE being stored in vehicles be stored in an insulated type storage container i.e., ice
chest, or equal to, the use of an insulated container within the vehicle storage compartment will lower the
storage temperature, and keep it constant and increase the MRE storage life and product quality.

MRE stored in vehicle must be inspected and checked for heat damage. The inspection of vehicle stored
MRE and the frequency of inspection will be based on where the vehicle is staged and the outside tempera-
tures.

The inspection frequency is the users call. The inspector will be looking for-damage to the MRE storage
container, or storage pouch. If the pouch shows sign of GAS puffiness or foul odor, a defect has occurred and
the meal should be replaced. The defective meal will be destroyed and rendered unusable and placed in wet
garbage container.
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The inspection of Preposition Mobile Cache Vans

CACHE VAN'S

T, St
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INSPECTION i
| OF PREPOSITIONED |
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The inspection of PREPOSITION Mobile Cache Vans and MRE meals. Vans that have not been issued during
Fire Season will be rotated back to the issue CACHE for inspection and review. The Cache will verify
Shelf-Life items, MRE meals. The inspection will be a visual inspection. The inspector will be looking for
container damage and sign of rodent or insect infestation within the MRE storage container and VAN. The
inspector will also be looking for sign of leakage and foul odor coming from the MRE storage case container.
He will also be looking at Shelf-Life items.

All MRE containers that are suspect will be removed and the container will be opened. The inspector will
perform a visual inspection of each meal within the suspect container. The inspector will be looking for
damage to the meal storage pouch if the pouch shows sign of GAS puffiness or foul odor, a defect has oc-
curred. The suspect meal and its MRE container data and the MRE meal number which showed sign of
damage will be noted on the attached MRE Quality control inspection report form. The inspector will verify
all MRE containers within the van for the suspect production lot and contract data and have those containers
RE-IDENTIFIED as NRFI. The containers will be marked to prevent issue and a copy of the MRE Quality
control inspection report form will be attached to each container. The suspect MRE will be returned into
CACHE inventory as (Not-ready-for-issue) NRFI. The defective MRE will be replaced. The defective Van
Base Unit will be returned to the GA CACHE for inspection.

A new Base Unit will be dispatched to the preposition location.

The suspect MRE container(s), meal(s) will be held in a secure area to prevent issue pending disposition. The
inspector will complete the MRE Quality control inspection report form and document the problems found.

The inspector will provide the Fire CACHE with the inspection document. The Fire Cache will contact the
Army Veterinary Inspection Service for inspection of the suspect MRE meals.
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The inspection of Fire CACHE Warehouse MRE meals:

R9800346

The inspection of CACHE MRE meals win be a visual inspection of the MRE storage case container at time
of receipt and issue. The inspector will be looking for container damage and sign of rodent or insect infesta-
tion within the MRE storage container. The inspector will also be looking for sign of leakage and foul odor
coming from the MRE storage case container.

MRE containers that are suspect will be removed and the container will be opened. The inspector will per-
form a visual inspection of the damaged case and each meal. The inspector will be looking for damage to the
meal storage pouch if the pouch shows sign of GAS puffiness or foul odor a defect has occurred. The suspect
meal and its MRE container data and the MRE meal number which showed sign of damage will be noted on
the attached MRE Quality control inspection report form. The inspector will verify all MRE containers
STOCKED for that production lot and contract data and have those containers RE-IDENTIEIED as NRFI.
The containers will be marked to prevent issue and a copy of the MRE Quality control inspection report form
will be attached to each container. The suspect MRE will be returned into CACHE inventory as
(Not-ready-for-issue) NRFI. The defective MRE will be replaced by the CACHE as required.

The suspect container(s) will be held in a secure area to prevent issue pending disposition from the MRE item
manager.

The inspector will complete the MRE Quality control inspection report form and forward the original and one
copy to the SZ Cache for review and action.
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The SZ CACHE will REVIEW THE INSPECTION documentation and contact the Army Veterinary Inspection service
for inspection of the suspect MRE meals.

MRE QUALITY CONTROL INSPECTION REPORT FORM

DATE OF INSPECTION REPORT FOR INSPECTED BY MRE LOCATION

ENTER MRE MFG CASE DATA

MRE MFG ASSEMBLER CONTRACT NUMBER LOT NO CASE INSP DATE

DEFECT DATA

REASON FOR MRE SUSPENSION:

NUMBER OF CASES SUSPENDED:

POINT OF CONTACT IS FOR VETERINARY INSPECTION:

PHONE NUMBER:
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