
                          
  

NIAC Conference Call Agenda 
Location: BIA Raleigh Atkins Conference Room  Date:  September 21, 2016   Time: 1300 MDT 
                 Shoshone-Paiute (Shopai) Building 
Phone Number: (866) 801-9903    Participant Code: 9756092#   Leader Code: 1223808# 
 

Roll Call 
Chec k Agency and name Chec k Agency and na me check Agency and name 

X BIA – Joel Kerley X NASF – Neal Laugle X USFS – Paul Linse 
X BLM – Brad Gibbs  NPS – Jon Rollens  USFS – Bill Sloan for Tom 

Ricks 
X BLM – Rusty Warbis X NWCG – Tim Blake X BLM – Kari Boyd-Peak 
 FWS –Anthony Lascano X OAS – Jon Waddell for Keith Raley    
X NASF – Brian McKee  OAS – Walker Craig   
 
 Guests: 
Julie Laufman (Call in) 
Cynthia Tait (Call in) 
Leslie Casavan 
Bryan Bitting 
Bill Sloan 
 
 
Agenda Topics: 

• Aquatic Invasive Contract Language  (Julie Laufman/Cynthia Tait) 
o Julie recommends that the contract language say “chemicals shall not be used in aircraft or peripheral gear 

such as buckets, etc.”  NIAC agreed. 
 

• Interagency Airtanker Base Subcommittee (Leslie Casavan) 
o Purpose of Leslies visit was to ask permission to  restart the Interagency Airtanker Base Manager 

subcommittee (IABS).  
o Needed will be one BLM representative, three FS representatives and one state representative 

 Neal will get back to NIAC on state person 
 Rusty will get back to NIAC on BLM person 

o The FS has names in mind, but has not contacted them yet until NIAC approves standing up the 
subcommittee 

o Response date for State and BLM will be one week from Friday (September 30th) 
o In addition, NIAC will send out an announcement about the Interagency Airtanker Base workshop change of 

location from Tucson to McClellan.  Dates will remain the same, end of November through beginning of 
December 
 

• Interagency Airtanker Base Directory (Tim Blake) 
o Discussion about pros/cons/reasons to publicize frequency lists. 
o Paul will talk to Kim McCutchan about making frequencies public and available to post 
o Rusty will talk to Mark Jones about making frequencies public and available to post 
o Will get back to Tim Blake to post on NWCG publications webpage if all parties approve 

 
• Proposed STEP Equipment Tasking (Bryan Bitting) 

o All agreed it would not need IHSES evaluation because all of the equipment is commercial and approved. 
 

• Helicopter Weight Reduction Charts (Paul Linse) 
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o Jon will task IHSES to develop repeatable, transparent formula to determine weight reductions.  
 

• IHSES Update (Bill Sloan/IHSES Chair) 
o First IHSES meeting: framed out business plan, where authority lies, etc. 
o Asks NIAC if they are comfortable with skills/abilities/experience that makes up the group.  Sloan feels like 

they have a solid group that will meet the expectations, but may be missing a FS Helicopter Program 
Manager on the SC.   Possibly need an OAS representative, Walker Craig was suggested. 

 NIAC agreed to expand the group to 5 personnel, an additional DOI and FS representative. 
o Framing out Authority – IHSES wanted to know if they can stand up ad hoc groups to support their cause.  

  NIAC approves. 
o Sloan asks NIAC “At what level should evaluation plans be approved?”  NIAC gave IHSES permission to 

draft guides, distribute to agencies and provide updates.  
o IHSES still has yet to complete the Boost Human Cargo System evaluation team members, discuss scope of 

project, discuss completion schedule, discuss budget needs/requirements/cost share possibilities 
 Bill will ask Jon about cost share possibilities 
 Seth Weber is tackling evaluation plan 

 
• MTDC M-2015 Helitorch Approval Discussion (Group) 

o MTDC has a process to provide quality assurance for the manufacture of  helitorchs, and throughout its life.   
o No need to revisit this issue.  

 
• ASCO Position Task Book Letter (Brad Gibbs) 

o Jon signed, sent letter, IQCS finalized. 
o NIAC sent a letter out on September 15th, distributed to agency folks 
o Field Manager Course Guide will be updated 2017 

 
• NIAC Subgroup Meeting (Tim Blake) 

o Blake suggested a subcommittee meeting either via webinar, meeting, conference, etc.  Can review NWCG 
standards, but certainly wouldn’t have to be limited to that.  All agreed it would be of value.  

 
 
Action Items 
 

 Neal will track down a state representative for the Interagency Airtanker Base Subcommittee by Sept 30th. 
 Rusty will track down a BLM representative for the Interagency Airtanker Base Subcommittee by Sept 30th. 
 Paul will track down three FS representatives for the IABS by Sept 30th.  
 NIAC will send out an announcement about the Interagency Airtanker Base workshop change of location from 

Tucson to McClellan.  
 Paul will talk to Kim McCutchan about making frequencies public and available to post 
 Rusty will talk to Mark Johnson about making frequencies public and available to post 
 Will get back to Tim Blake to post on NWCG publications webpage if all parties approve. 
 Jon will task IHSES to develop repeatable, transparent formula to determine weight reductions 
 Bill Sloan will ask Jon about cost share possibilities to support IHSES tasking. 

  
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:     Thursday, November 2nd @ 1300 in Raleigh Atkins Conference Room; Sho-Pai Building 


