
SASEB Conference Call Notes from Feb 27, 2014  

Attendees: 

Mel Tenneson - Chair 
Ken Wabaunsee – Voting Member 
Earl Palmer – Voting Member 
Tom Kubichek – Voting Member 
Dave Parsons – Voting Member 
John Kovalicky – Advisory Member 
Tim Dehaas – Advisory Member 
Shane Bak 
 
Agenda Items: 
Acceptance of the reformatted and revised Smokejumper Aircraft Evaluation Plan 
 
All 5 voting members present agreed to accept the Evaluation Plan, Joe Sannella will be consulted and 
see if he agrees. 
 
USFS proposal to evaluate the C-23B+ Aircraft 
Shane Bak and Tim Dehaas presented the group with information on the C-23B+  

Some of this information is pictured in the revised power point that Shane sent out. 

The USFS will soon be acquiring these aircraft from the military and have a target of having them 
operational as smokejumper aircraft in FYI-16 

They expect the aircraft to be transferred to the USFS in the next few weeks. 

USFS hopes to have a C-23B+ on the Redmond ramp the week of the pilot’s refresher workshop for 
people to look at. 

Some items that were brought up were; 

The aircraft are not currently certificated but Tim is hopeful they will go through DAR to get certificated. 

The USFS have pilots currently in Fort Sill looking at the aircraft. 

The current “troop style” seats for the C-23B+ have a TSO, and come in 4 and 5 person configurations. 

Each aircraft comes with 18 troop seats and 20 payloaders.  

The USFS will be redoing the avionics in the aircraft. 

The left side door is different than the A model and stays attached to the aircraft and folds forward of 
the door opening. 



 

Is the USFS going to do a preliminary report? 

• Tim Dehaas will look into setting up a preliminary report, Earl Palmer will get Tim a “hard copy” 
of the preliminary report for the Pilatus PC-12. 

Appointment of a flight performance evaluator 

John would like to appoint a flight performance conductor to put together the flight performance plan. 

• Tim Dehaas will recommend a USFS pilot for this; John will need the books/manuals. 

Funding/Cost 

• Tim has requested funding for the evaluation, he can cover travel costs for SASEB involvement, 
but individual’s wages would be paid by their home unit. 

Other action items that came out of the meeting 

 

• Tim will get TSO information for the seats to Dave Parsons 
• Tim said he might be able to get additional seats, everyone agreed this would be a good idea. 

Tim will look into getting additional seats. 
• Shane Bak will get seat measurements and specifications on the anchor cables to John Kovalicky. 
• John mentioned he has access to a new prototype wireless headset.  He will have it in Missoula 

the week of March 17th. 

 

 


