
Minutes of 2014 SASES Meeting 

Date: 15 Dec 2014 

Location: Spokane, WA 

Attendance 
Chairman:  

Mel Tenneson BLM  
Board Members:   

Tom Kubichek BLM 
Tim Dehaas USFS 
Earl Palmer OAS 

Advisory Member: 
John Kovalicky MTDC 

Others: 
Joe Brinkley USFS 
Bill Cramer BLM 
Jay Wattenbarger BLM 
Jim Raudenbush BLM 
Tom Jinkins BLM 
Jeff Arnberger BLM 
 

Agenda Items 
 

New SASES Members 
• Two new voting members were added to SASES; Tim Dehaas (former advisory member) and 

John Nelson.  They replaced Ken Wabaunsee and Joe Sannella for the USFS.  
• Action Item: Mel Tenneson will update the SASES records and the BLM website with the 

new SASES voting members. 
 
 
Wireless Headset Update 

• Jupiter Avionics came up with a new wireless headset and this was tested this summer at MSO, 
MYL, NCSB, RAC, BOI, and AK. 

• Overall everyone was impressed with the first article, some of the positives and negatives were; 
• Positives- wireless was a big improvement with no cord to deal with; overall sound/clairity was 

good; the unit was compact; and the price was attractive at $1000/unit. 
• Negatives- Battery life was less than desirable; unable to turn off the VOX on the unit; and there 

was some confusion on which button to push; ICS vs. intercom. 
• John Kovalicky talked to Jupiter Avionics and expressed our concerns.  His suggestions were AA 

batteries instead of AAA; make it so the VOX could be turned off, and separate the push/talk 
buttons; this would make the box slightly larger, but that shouldn’t be an issue.  

• Action Item: John Kovalicky will keep the smokejumper bases updated when Jupiter gets 
the new headset available; they hope to have something ready by late spring 2015. 

 
C-23B+ Update 

• Tim Dehaas gave an update on the progression of the C-23B+ aircraft. 
• The USFS is taking possession of 15 C-23B+ aircraft.  Currently there are 11 in Tucson, AZ in 

long term storage, 3 in RAC, and 1 in Ogden getting certified. 
• C-23B+ came with a lot of spare parts, RAC will be the parts warehouse location. 
• Aeronautica and Brett Terning are looking at putting together accessories for the aircraft.  Seats 

will need new seat belts, need to decide where audio panels go, where to add door handles near 
the door, door guard for static line, etc. 



• USFS will start operations plan in March, changing to USFS aircraft.  Current USFS contracts 
expire in May 2016; the plan is to renew these contracts. 

• MSO DC-3 is scheduled to be in service for one more season (FY 2015). 
 
Paracargo Only Aircraft Evaluation 

• Alaska paracargo operations and air operations have looked at the evaluation process for PC 
only aircraft; they should have the draft out by early Jan.   

• Action Item: Tom Kubichek will get an electronic copy of the PC only aircraft evaluation to 
SASES members to look over. 

 
Aircraft Seat Update 

• Earl Palmer gave an update about the smokejumper aircraft seat situation.  More Simula seats 
will become available when the C-23B+ comes on line.  Also additional seats will be available if 
the DC-3 is retired in 2016. The plan is not to continue with an RFP at this time, we will continue 
to use the current Simula seat inventory.  

• Dave Parsons wants to figure out a continuous maintenance schedule for the smokejumper 
seats.  There should be a continuous airworthiness program for seats. 

• Alaska has had Simula seats refurbished; the average cost is $3500/double Simula seat. 
• Action Item: Dave Parsons and John Nelson will continue to pursue an airworthiness 

program for Simula seats. 
 
Updates to the Smokejumper Aircraft Website 

• The new signed charter, SASES intent document, and current Smokejumper Aircraft Evaluation 
Plan were added to the two BLM websites. 
 

Future Smokejumper Aircraft 
• C-23B+ see above. 
• The Kodiak was discussed as the NPS is surplusing these aircraft.  The BLM owns one of these 

aircraft and flew it in Alaska and in the Great Basin this summer.  This would be a four-person 
jump aircraft if it were to be approved for smokejumping.  There does not seem to be a big desire 
in the smokejumper community for a four person smokejumper aircraft at this time. 

 
ISPOG Update:  

• The ISPOG was updated last year but has not been published yet, we hope to see it published 
this spring prior to fire season. 

• Tim Dehaas will monitor progress of the ISPOG. 
 

 End of Meeting 


