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John K. Fish 
National Association of State Foresters 
 
Vice Chair 
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Members: 
John Skinner, USDI Bureau Of Land Management Pam Leschak, USDA Forest Service                       
Sid Beckman, USDI National Park Service  Jolene Ackerman, National Association of State Foresters 
Len Diaz, USDI Bureau of Indian Affairs Donald J. Griego, National Association of State Foresters 
Will G. May – International Association of Fire Chiefs Cynthia Palmer, Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Phyllis Krietz, FEMA, U.S. Fire Administration  Sarah McCaffrey, USDA Forest Service – Research & Development 
 

 
NWCG Wildland Urban Interface Mitigation Committee 

 
Conference Call Notes 

        12:00 P.M. Central Time, December 4, 2013 
 

Call Number: (866)809-6979 
Participant Passcode: 3408526 
 
Call Assignment: Note taker – Jolene Ackerman 

Key:   thumbs up indicates group consensus 
 arrow indicates an assignment 

 
Agenda: 
 
Role call: Len Diaz, John Fish, Cindy Palmer, Phyllis Krietz, Jon Skinner, Will May & Jolene Ackerman 
 
Review Minutes of Regular Meeting – Nov. 12-13, 2013 Salt Lake City, Utah 
 All approved, none opposed. 
 October conference call minutes approved as well. 
 
Elect Vice-Chair 
· Will nominated Jon Skinner. Jon accepted.  
  All in favor/none opposed. 

 
WUI Mitigation Desk Reference Guide Update 
Status: guide is moving forward; John will send ‘final’ draft to committee next week with guidance. 
There will be a short turnaround for final comments.  
 Represented agencies need to approve final content as well; please obtain final approval from 
your representative agencies if you have not already. John will check with NASF for approval. 
 
Availability: an electronic version will be created for the web page; should printed copies be made 
available?  John will find out if a budget is available for printed copies. Is it possible for another 
agency to sponsor this publication (which could help with printing costs and links to other 
resources/web pages)? 
 
Firewise Subcommittee 
Len is willing to stay on committee. Pam agreed to chair the committee. Ronda Sutphen (John’s 
alternate) is the SE rep. Greg McLaughlin from New Jersey is NE rep. A western rep is still needed.  
John will work on filling that position. 
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Position Papers Project 

· Pam will draft a paper on the description of Fire Adapted Communities-“What FAC Is”. 
· Cost/benefit analysis of mitigation/value of mitigation paper being considered; would be 

created by John, Cindy and Jon. 
· Sarah agreed to look at lack of consistent WUI data collection during incidents. 
· Are there other options? Ideas: short videos or summaries of successes around the country. Or 

a webinar on the topic? 
 
Upcoming Meetings 

· January 1st meeting will not happen due to holiday.  
· January 15 will be the next meeting – Note: new time will be 1:00 central.  Agenda items will 

include the January FAC course and a CERT presentation by Cindy.  
· Next face to face is March 19 (afternoon) & 20 (all day) in Reno at the Peppermill Casino 

immediately following the IAFC WUI Conference. 
· Len, Cindy and Phyllis indicated a letter from the committee chair is needed regarding the 

importance of attending meetings (esp. face-to-face) meetings is crucial to the success of the 
committee.  This would be helpful with their efforts to obtain travel authorizations to attend 
meetings.  Are there other options? Ideas: short videos or summaries of successes around the 
country.  John will prepare a letter and distribute. 
 

Additional Topics 
· WUIMC Roster – please review last distributed draft of the committee roster and verify all 

information is correct and those without an alternate (Jon, Cindy and Jolene) need to provide 
one.  John will finalize and distribute completed roster. 

 
Round table 
· Will – membership may be changing at I-Chiefs. They now have a seat on the NWCG Executive 

Board. 
· Phyllis – next pilot for the WUI FAC course is being held January 5-10; 23 students signed up 
· Len – committee looking at barriers to assisting communities at risk & committee looking a 

revamping community assistance; working on a pilot training for trespass process 
· Cindy – nothing new to add 
· Jolene – GLFFC fire prevention campaign for 2014 is “Think your fire is out? Check again.” New 

products include Firewise calendar, radio/TV spots, newspaper ads, signs, etc.    
 Jolene will share info and products on My Fire Community.  John will help her get access to the 
site.  

· Jon Skinner – on a DOI task force that defines the future of community assistance – interest in 
asking this committee about what is most effective, what is working, what makes a difference, etc. 
 Keep this topic in mind and provide advice to Jon as ‘aha moments’ occur. 

· John – nothing new to add. 
 

Happy Holidays! 


