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Why Does NWCG Need to Develop Data Standards?  

To facilitate a consistent fire management programs across agencies, NWCG provides a long-
term view of the full scope of wildland fire data and processes. Exchanging and harmonizing 
data between interagency systems requires an extensive collection of data standards and 
geospatial data layer standards that are regularly maintained to ensure they are current. 
Consistent use of data standards promotes the efficient sharing of information, facilitates analysis 
of data from disparate sources, improves data integrity, and maximizes the use of shared 
resources. 

• Data Element Standards are intended to provide a specification that enables data 
exchange or synthesis across wildland fire information systems. These standards are 
usually defined at the data element level and can include a list of standardized values 
often provided as a drop-down list or look-up table in an application.  

• Geospatial Data Layer Standards are intended to cover spatial layer or table-level 
(field/attribute) data definitions. NWCG geospatial data layer standards are data 
transfer requirements for exchanging geospatial data among systems.  

How are Data Standards Developed and Maintained within NWCG?  

The NWCG develops and maintains a robust library of wildland fire data-specific standards that 
enable the common usage of data across wildland fire information systems. The DSTS and the 
Data Standard Stewardship Group(s) (NWCG committee or subgroup) are the main parties 
responsible for ensuring NWCG has the standards needed to support the wildland fire business 
community. The DSTS as a subcommittee of the Data Management Committee assures all data 
standard proposals follow a standardized development process and are properly vetted, 
approved and submitted for publication. 

A NWCG Committee is assigned as a Data Standard Stewardship Group to develop a data 
standard. The committees are the subject matter experts and can ensure accuracy and consistency 
of definitions across agencies. Reviews are conducted internally within NWCG, and externally 
before a standard is finalized and approved for publication to the NWCG web site. 

Please go to the NWCG Data Standards web page for more specific information at 
http://www.nwcg.gov/pms/stds/standards/index.htm. 
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