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The Fire Danger Working Team Vision: 
 
The National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) is a trusted decision tool for fire and 
resource managers. The NFDRS is based upon the integration of the latest fire and 
atmospheric sciences, climatology, remote sensing, and GIS technology. It is supported 
by processors and data management systems which are robust and flexible enough to 
remain state of the art. The NFDRS is easy to use - requiring limited human intervention, 
minimal in cost, and can be applied through space (locally, regionally, nationally) and 
time (today, tomorrow, seasonally) across the United States. System access is web-based 
and outputs are displayed with tabular, graphical, and GIS formats. Fire danger is a 
description of factors - fuels, weather, topography - which affect the initiation, spread, 
and difficulty of control of wildfires on an area. 
 


