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EMSG Meeting Notes 
July 15, 2004 

 
 
Core Member Participants: Jeff Scussel, Kim Christensen, Sherrie Collins  
Technical Representative:  
Chair: Gene Madden 
Executive Secretary – Bobby Golden  
 
Absent:  Jeff Hatch, Dia Gainor, Fergus Laughridge, Bruce Cheeseman 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Action Item Assigned to Due Date Action Taken 
Need to supplement the National 
MOB Guide to ensure that EMT’s 
carry their credentials. Supplement 
to Fireline handbook on the NWCG 
Medical Unit Operating Standards. 

Kim and Gene Sept 2004 In progress Gene to draft a 
letter to through NWCG to go 
to the Business Team 

Develop a medical evacuation 
template to include use of air 
ambulance v/s incident aircraft to 
become guidelines for the 
MEDL/IMSM. 

Gene/Bobby  In progress Bobby to send to 
Gene a copy of IMS guidelines 
completed 6/28/04 

There should be a national standard 
kit for the medical unit, NFES 
(National Fire Equipment 
Committee) with input from the 
Emergency Medical Services Group 
(EMSG), MEDL’s, and with State 
EMS, physician and pharmacy 
advisors.  
 

Bobby July 10, 
2004 

In progress 
5/18/04 Scussel, Bobby worked 
with Dr Bill Docktor on 
medical portions of kit 
contents. Bobby to review 
comments received and 
forward to EMSG 

Develop for the contracting officers 
standards on hiring contract EMT 
services 

Bobby and Gene  In progress 

Develop questions and answers to 
post to the web site 

All July 10, 
2004 

In progress 

Develop criteria for standards for 
signing up EMS services 

Bruce Cheesman   

Send to Bobby names & contact 
information of EMS Services you 
are aware of 

All July 10, 
2004 

Received two from Gene 
6/28/04 

 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 

  
No formal Agenda this time 
 
Gene Madden – The Medical Unit Resource page is up and running. One thing it might 
be lacking is a comprehensive list of hospitals. 
 
Jeff Scussel – Who is going to be the one to maintain the website and make sure it, is 
updated? There is nothing worse than a website that doesn’t change. 
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Gene – Jennifer Smith is updating the website as the information is passed on up to her. If 
anyone has any new information that they want put onto the web they can send it me and 
I will forward to Jennifer. 
 
Kim Christensen – I have a CD from Dennis Watkins on hospitals but have not had time 
to look at it. I will make copies and send out to the group 
 

 Action: Kim to mail out CD with a listing of hospitals to the group 
 
Gene – Regarding the Utah EMS email not sure why the Medical Unit Leader was calling 
them when they were in Utah on a fire. When Fergus Laughridge trying to reach his 
counter part in Utah.  Fergus suspects that a staffer was informed that one of the UT staff 
had not been informed of the new process. I guess this is to be expected until all are on 
board with the new requirements including MEDLs as well. 
 
Fergus and Dia shared the draft of the Standards at their NASEMSD Directors meeting 
and all thought it was a good document and were pleased that we were being proactive 
with them. 
 
Kim – We need to educate the MEDLs as well as the EMS Directors. They need to be 
aware that if they run into road blocks that they need not get hung up on the process and 
not complete the work that is needed on the incident. The MEDLs needs to continue to 
try and make the contacts showing good faith in following the new procedures.  
 
Gene – Fergus has taken it upon himself to be the the contact point on these issues for the 
NASEMSD members when they happen. 
 
Gene - I have been receiving very positive statements and comments back from 
individuals on the new procedures. I also received comments back from someone that 
works with Jon Jui, a Dr. Terri Schmidt. I have also responded back to questions raised 
by Merrill Saleen that had, but have not received anything back from him. 
 
ROUND ROBIN: 
 
Sherri Collins – Dia sent out a message saying she wanted data on EMT assignments, is 
this something we can help her with? Maybe we could help by developing a power point 
presentation.  
 
Kim – we can run a report in ROSS that can give hi EMT dispatch information but we 
need to clarify what exactly Dia needs. 
 

 Kim will visit with Dia to see just what kind of specifics she is looking for. 
 
Jeff Scussel - Fires are heating up in R1.  
Had a call from Ken Threet, Montana EMS Training Specialist, who said there were 
problems with EMTs getting recarded and when I followed up with the situation it 
appears to be the State of Montana DNRC and not the Federal government.   
 
The MOU with Dr. Jim Upchurch (R1 IMS Medical Director) is in the process of getting 
final signatures. 
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Sherrie – After reading the notes from the last meeting she had a question on kits and not 
hiring EMTS with their kits and the reasoning behind it.  
 
Gene – The concern expressed at the last call was that there is a lack of control on what is 
in the kit and how it is used; this is for single resource EMTs only, as contractors will 
have their kits. 
 
Sherrie – Didn’t we decide in Boise that we were going to draft up some standards for 
contractors? 
 
Gene – Bruce is working on some of those issues. In his process of chasing calls from 
different contractors, he is finding out that some services don’t have any license with the 
state to operate a medical service.  
 
It looks like we need to look at what the other states requirements are for transport v/s 
non-transport and what type of license is required. 
 
Kim – There are no data bases on EERA type contracts since they are mostly done 
locally. We also discourage the use of out-the-state resources unless it is known that the 
state can no longer furnish medical support. 
 
Gene – We need to as a group make recommendations to the Business Practice Working 
Team on standards to be followed in signing up contract medical equipment and 
personnel.  See Action Items above. 
 
Kim – Something needs to be put into the National MOB Guide on contract medical 
companies being sent out the state and any requirements of having a license in states. 
 
Sherrie – Where are we at as far as the changes in the kit and when are we going to have 
the field evaluate the kit contents? 
 
Scussel – R1’s physician and pharmacy advisors have reviewed the kits and because they 
are the ones that train on the use of the kits we need to go by their recommendations. We 
also need to make sure that the MEDL’s send in their comments to the cache after the 
incident. On the kits are forms to be filled out with recommendations. 
 
Gene – I have not heard back from Dr. Cone and he may have input on what should be in 
the kits. 
 
Sherrie – we need to look at the types of splints, oxygen equipment etcetera that is in the 
kits and make sure they are the most up to date items we can get. 
 

 Bobby – I should have the recommended changes to the kit next week typed 
up and will mail it to the group. 

 
Gene – there was a recommendation on having the calls on Thursday rather than Friday 
are all in agreement with this? 
 
Bobby – I received comments back from everyone and everyone said Thursdays worked 
better for them. 
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All agreed that Thursdays would be our conference call day. 
 
Gene – We will go ahead and have out next call Aug 5th and it may get cancelled due to 
fire season. The State EMS Directors are meeting in Park City on Oct 6-9 and had 
requested that I be on the agenda. I think that Dia and Fergus can represent the group 
very well. 
 
Just for information the SHWT will be having their meeting in Boise the end of Sept.  
 
Bobby – One of the action items from the last call was to get questions and answers back 
to me and I have not received any from anyone. These were the frequently asked 
questions that we wanted put onto the web site. 
 
I have only received the names of two EMS services and those were from Gene, if any 
one else knows of any please send them to me.  
 
 

 
 
 

NEW ACTION ITEMS: 
 

Action Item Assigned to Due Date Action Taken 
CD developed by Dennis Watkins to 
be sent to the group 

Kim    

Information is needed from Dia on 
what she wants from the 2004 fire 
season 

Kim/Dia   

Send out kit changes Bobby July 26  
 
 
The next conference calling dates are: 

1. Thursday Aug 5, 2004 10:00 AM Pacific, 11:00 Mountain, 1:00 PM Eastern 
2. Thursday Sept 9, 2004 10:00 AM Pacific, 11:00 Mountain, 1:00 PM Eastern 
 
 


