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EMSG Meeting Notes 
October 6, 2003 

(0900-1800) 
(Las Vegas, NV) 

JOINT SHWT/EMSG Meeting 
(0800-1700) 

October 7, 2003 
 

 
Core Member Participants: Fergus Laughridge, Jeff Scussel, Dia Gainor, Jeff Hatch 
Chair: Gene Madden. 
Absent: Kim Christensen (unable to attend due to a review), Sherrie Collins (her team 
got deployed to Virginia) 
Bobby Golden – Executive Secretary 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Action Item Assigned to Due Date Action Taken 
State MEDL lists, mailed to Kim Gene Madden  In progress 
Further discussion on the 
Credentialing/Standards of Care + 
bullets sent out on what the states 
will look for in standards. 
 

Dia Gainor, 
Bruce Cheeseman 

 In progress 

Check with Directors in DC to see if 
there are MOU’s in place for within 
state EMT care 

Gene Madden  In progress 

 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

 Credentialing/Standards of Care Draft Bullets  
 Feedback on the NPS-51 Draft 
 Request for Legal Recognition Form  
 Comments on the “new” NWCG EMS definitions  
 The NASEMSD meeting in Washington, DC 
 Medical/EMS review on the 2003 Fire Season in Montana and Idaho 
 Develop a new EMS resource order form for supplies 

 
NEW ACTION ITEMS: 

 
Action Item Assigned to Due Date Action Taken 

Draft a letter for SHWT to present 
to NWCG in National EMS Scope 
of Practice Model 

Gene Madden 10/7/03 Completed 

Invite the National Association of 
EMS Physicians partnered up with 
EMSG 

Dia Gainor and 
Fergus Laughridge 

 In progress 

Work on the Supply Resource Order 
form and getting regularly ordered 
supplies on the form 

Gene   

Budget Gene – Group 11/15/03 Completed 
Action Plan Group 11/15/03  
 
Gene Madden – Started the meeting with a round robin. 
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Jeff Hatch – Was able to get out on 2 fires before getting grounded by his supervisor. 
 
Jeff Scussel – Safety is one of his prime responsibilities, had a very busy fire season, 
hosted seven Fire Assistant Safety Teams (FAST). Paul Chamberlin, R-1’s ground safety 
person, managed the FAST teams. Some issues that arose were MEDL’s that had a lack 
of training or awareness of the local-regional protocols for medical units. 
 
Fergus Laughridge – Standards of Care needs to be addressed. There still is a lack of 
communication between EMT’s and or getting communication down to the line EMT’s. 
Need to look at the Medical Unit going beyond calling it wildfire and make if all risk 
incident. 
 
Dia – How do the local ambulances get into the “system” to go to the fire?  Questions 
were raised on why the locals were not getting hired. There needs to be good 
communications from wildfire to the locals on who they can be utilized and not be left 
out of the loop. 
 
Gene – On the agenda is the form request for legal recognition. We have both the one 
developed by Idaho and the one Montana used this year. We need to revise and put one 
on the EMSG web site. The form needs a line for National Registered EMT.  
 
Gene – I visited with Sherrie on the NPS-51 since she was unable to attend the meeting 
because of her incident management team getting a call to respond to the recent 
hurricane. The NPS-51 draft is what they are working from and Sherrie feels that it 
covers them no matter where they go in the United States. 
 
Fergus – Read portions of the document and wanted to know what is meant by “nearby”? 
If they can only respond nearby, then it doesn’t cover the entire US. 
 
It was recommended that we not use the NPS-51 as a model. 
 
Gene – Next let’s discuss standards of care. 
 
Dia – First we need to emphasize that fires are dealing with a different type of patient 
than the normal population. Therefore there are going to be different treatments, and 
protocols dealing with fire related issues. We need to recommend a standard for the IMS 
types that are in place and a standard for the line EMT types.  We will be dealing with a 
scope of practice at our meeting next week (NASEMSD Annual Meeting).  National 
Standard Curricula by USDOT is going away. 
 
The process is a whole new one; the modules will be different, open up your minds and 
don’t even think of EMTB’s, EMTI’s or EMTP. We may only need possibly a two layer 
EMT, a basic level and then an EMT X (extreme) once that do IV’s, etc. 
 
It is highly recommended that NWCG express an interest in this National Standard 
Review Process with NASEMSD for the USDOT. It needs to be noted that if the scope 
doesn’t address IMS, then NWCG needs to make it clear to get it addressed. 
 
Jeff Scussel – We need to make sure to include ICS as the structure included in this new 
EMT X as well so everyone is operating at the same level. 
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Fergus – Homeland Security is also doing a resource typing and ICS is a part of the 
modules. 
 
Gene – Next issue is the supply resource order form – 
 
Felt the form was good as long as the form is not used as a pre-order form but is used to 
give to a supply and buying team that is legible and clear in content.  
 
Consensus was for a few individuals work up the list of items to work on the forms. 
 

• Gene will work on getting this assigned to individuals 
 
Dia – It should have the blessing of the physicians and/or pharmacists. I believe this 
would be a good time to get the National Association of EMS Physicians involved and 
online with EMSG. 
 

• Dia and Fergus to start the ball rolling in getting the NASEMSP to partner up 
with EMSG & NWCG. 

 
Forms used by the IMS program were discussed and were good in the fact that they can 
be used for record gathering. It would be nice to have a data base that would enter 
information onto a form, and would transfer to the other forms as well, so there were no 
duplicative efforts in filling out a number of forms. 
 
Gene – The review of Northern Rockies fires of 2003 went very well. He was well 
accepted by most of the Medical Unit Leaders, IC’s, Logistic Chiefs he visited with. 
There are quite a few recommendations in the package to Region 1.  A lot of the issues 
dealt with the buying teams.  
 
Jeff Scussel – I believe the buying teams were instructed to be looking at all orders due to 
the cost containment policy.   
 
Recommended that the handout Gene wrote up be given to the Northern Rockies 
Coordinating Group so they can develop a list of action items.  Does not want to see the 
hard work Gene did go to waste and be forgotten. 
 
Suggested that MEDL’s have a daily conference call when there are multiple fires 
occurring in an area. The calls would include the State Medical Boards, State EMS etc. 
Need to set a time limit with  a bullet list of questions the MEDL’s answer prior to the 
call so there is no side tracking.  
 
The next conference calling dates are: 
 

1. Friday, Nov 7, 2003 10:00 Pacific, 11:00 Mountain, 1:00 Eastern  
2. Friday  Dec 5, 2003 10:00 Pacific, 11:00 Mountain, 1:00 Eastern 
3. Friday Jan 7, 2004 10:00 Pacific, 11:00 Mountain, 1:00 Eastern 
4. Friday Jan 30, 2004 10:00 Pacific, 11:00 Mountain, 1:00 Eastern 
5. Friday Feb 20, 2004 10:00 Pacific, 11:00 Mountain, 1:00 Eastern 
 
 


