STUMP SHOT

It has come to my attention that there seems to be some question as to the need for and the definition of stump shot. There should be no question here, not only the FS but Oregon, Washington and Federal OSHA logging regulations require stump shot to prevent a tree from kicking back over the stump. Here are several definitions based on the gunning cut and slopping cut meeting to form a triangle. For those that use a step face the back cut would need to be above the point at which the slopping cut meets the vertical portion of the undercut. 

OSHA - 1910.266(h)(2)(vii) The backcut shall be above the level of the horizontal facecut in order to provide an adequate platform to prevent kickback.

S-212 - Stump Shot. The height difference between the horizontal cut of the undercut (face, or notch) and the backcut. The difference in height establishes an anti-kick back step that will prevent a tree from jumping back over the stump toward the faller. It is the facecut side of the holding wood.

Oregon OSHA: Stump-Shot: Two inches or more in height difference between the horizontal cut of the face cut and the backcut. The difference in height establishes an anti-kick step that prevents a tree from jumping back over the stump toward the faller.

Washington State: The back cut must be above the level of the horizontal facecut to provide an adequate platform to prevent kickback. 

