HAZARD TREE SAFETY

A need for sustained national attention on challenges and solutions

Hazard trees, along with entrapment, motor vehicles, aviation, and heart attacks are the primary life threatening components of wildland firefighting.  Historically, hazard tree accidents account for a chronic number of serious and disabling injuries to firefighters.

Our ability to manage hazard tree risks has continued to improve thanks to various enterprises and actions involving several agencies, groups, and individuals.   However, a sustained effort to feature this crucial firefighter safety issue in a prominent national spotlight is absent.  There is a convincing need to institute a standing hazard tree safety working team sponsored by NWCG or FFAST to concentrate on this persistent threat to firefighter safety. 

The following is an initial outline of various hazard tree safety subjects that could be collated and prioritized for strategic analysis and direction:

	· NWCG National Hazard Tree Report – 1993 – Follow up actions items 

	

	· Chain Saw and Cross Cut Saw Certification - Agency policies, manual direction, and implementation

	

	· Hazard tree management, policy, practices, and challenges on wilderness and prescribed fires, and WFU fires. 

	

	· Class A, B, and C Sawyer Task Books  

	

	· Sawyer “Red Card” qualifications

	

	· Swamper/spotter/lookout - roles, responsibilities, and qualifications

	

	· Alternative hazard tree mitigation/management techniques and tools:  modified suppression tactics - prescribed line location, secured/flagged/isolate danger areas, hazard tree fire proofing (line and limb), heavy equipment, and explosives.

	

	· IMT, fireline supervisors, safety officers, and sawyers - integrated expectations and responsibilities for hazard tree management decisions.

	

	· OSHA regulations/citations – Logging standards

	

	· Chain Saw and Cross Cut Saw Training - S-212 and MTDC Course

	

	· Serious accident investigation reports involving hazard tree – recommendations and lessons learned

	

	· IMT – ICS 215A - Hazard Tree Mitigation Standards

	

	· Contractor Sawyers – Training and qualifications

	

	· Falling Boss and/or falling coordinators– roles, responsibilities, training and qualification

	

	· Cooperator crew/engine sawyer training and qualifications

	

	· Road side and campground hazard trees – policy, procedures, legal liability, and public education

	

	· Hazard tree assessment/management/awareness education and training tools and programs 

	

	· Hazard tree web sites – FS Northern Region – Up the Anti, FS Southern Region 

	

	· Interagency hazard tree JHA

	

	· Six Minutes for Safety – Hazard Trees

	

	· Hazard Tree Safety Advisories

	

	· Hazard tree safety direction:  NWCG Fireline Handbook, FS Health and Safety Code Handbook 6709.11, BLM Safety and health for Field Operations – 1112-2, IRPG.    
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