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October 26, 2006

To:

Chair, National Wildfire Coordinating Group

From:

Chair, Safety and Health Working Team

Subject:
Review Evaluation of Two Recommendations Proposed to NWCG by the NPS – Holmes 

                          Fatality Corrective Action Plan
On January 25, 2006, the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) assigned the Safety and Health Working Team (SHWT) to review and evaluate the two recommendations proposed to NWCG by the National Park Service (NPS) in implementing two action items in the Holmes Fatality Corrective Action Plan.   In response to this request, the SHWT believes that the safety concerns associated with hazards trees and tree felling are significant enough to warrant a task group.  
The Safety and Health Working Team will charter a hazard tree and tree felling task group, consisting of subject matter experts, to concentrate on this persistent threat to firefighter safety.   The task group will produce a comprehensive interagency training and reference material package.  It will also provide recommendations on what additional actions, if any, need to be taken to implement the 1993 National Snag Hazard Report and address the NPS proposal to add a 19th watchout situation addressing hazard trees.  Upon completion of this mission the task group will sunset.  This is anticipated to occur one year after the group’s initial meeting. 

cc:  TWT Chair

       IOSWT Chair
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