
 

 Certification Evaluation Criteria 

 

Each felling or bucking assignment and environment presents a complex set of factors 
that must be thoroughly evaluated to ensure effective and safe felling and bucking 
practices are used.  

The following are guiding principles to be used by Certifiers and Professional 
Consultants (instructors) when conducting field evaluations to determine a sawyer’s 
certification level.     

Complexity – The certification level assigned by the instructor is based primarily on the 
ability of the sawyer to effectively size up, communicate and demonstrate an 
understanding of the complexity of the individual/unique felling or bucking assignment 
and environment, and not simply dependent on an arbitrary diameter/size of the material.  
Although diameter/size of the material is not the sole bases for determining certification 
level, it does provide a useful indicator of ability to address more complex aspects of the 
mechanics of felling such as the ability to match up a short bar/double cuts. 

Elements of complexity to be determined include: 

The felling problem:  Amount/condition of material, size, bind(s), stability, defect, 
overhead and surrounding hazards, potential for tree to hang up on others, missile 
creation. 

Environment:  Slope, weather, condition of ground for footing.   

Secure felling/bucking area:  Must be established and maintained through out the 
operation.        

Equipment:  Equipment available, needed, used, and condition. 

Human Factors:  Assessment of risk, physical condition, individual experience, 
confidence, attitude, judgment, ability to communicate.        
 
 


