
 

 

National Wildfire Coordinating Group 
Wildland Fire Education Working Team 

 
October 20-21, 1999 

Quincy, MA 
Team Members Present:  
Maureen Brooks, Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
Rem Hawes, Bureau of Land Management, USDI 
Cathy Rezabeck, Fish and Wildlife Service, USDI 
Connie Rudd, National Park Service, USDI 
Lou Southard, Virginia Department of Forestry 
Billy Terry, Forest Service, USDA 
 
Welcome 
Handouts: Budget and accomplishment report – followed by short discussion on items. 
American Red Cross handout – later look at it and see if it or other organizations could relay out 
messages for us. 

    
Arson Grant program 

Lou and Rick were trying to get updates.  State of Tennessee is not producing their 
report.  Lou thinks that he will need to write the report and ask the guy to sign it so that it will be 
done. Rick is sending the info and Lou will write it. South Carolina Southern Group of State Fire 
Chiefs project is stalled because of a contractor.  They are supposed to be progressing.  Need 2 
final reports out of Pensylvania and Atlantic County Fire. Team is required to report any positive 
results this year – need to finish this project.  
Acton Item:January, 2000 is the deadline for the final reports. 
 
Guides and course update 
 Pat Durland’s work is nearly done. Total of 11 guides.  Last guide is about Establishing 
Fire Prevention Education Cooperative Programs and Partnerships.  The last course was given in 
Sept and is being finalized – “Cause Detemination for First Response”. Will be available in the 
spring. New catalog in April, 2000. Several of the guides appear on the web site. 
Action Item: We owe Pat a thank you. 
 
Communication with NWCG reps – we need to send out the minutes more promptly.  Maureen 
will send them to us, and we will send them to our own folks. 
 
Web site: Reviewed the current site and access to the site. Our team passwords for the NWCG 
site are flame and torch. 
 
Electronic bibliography 
 Cathy updated on this.  Judith has not gotten a good state response, so will get back to 
her on a second request.  We created the basic design of the page. We decided that we didn’t 
need to organize by region. The draft page should be available by April 1, 2000. 
  
Fire Ecology Brochure 
 Started working with the Park Service, but people moved and everyone wanted a 
significant redesign, so it didn’t look like a Park Service publication.  Original budget estimate 
from the NPS was $60,000. We have redone the text.  Park Service is now unable to do the 
project and will not negotiate the estimated price.  Can still use the map and other key elements 
for free.  NIFC can do preproduction for $2,000.  We want 50,000 copies.  Total budget request is 
$40,000.  The money approved in FY99 was lost because we were unable to obligate the funds.  
Maureen revised the budget submission to include in FY2000 with an explanation and sent it to 
NWCG.   Rem handed out the text and wanted out feedback tomorrow.  Feedback was given to 
Rem.  He is prepared to proceed as soon as we get the budget ok. 



 

 

 
Distribution System 
 Maureen sent a proposal to Diane about distributing the new brochure and the fire 
ecology communicators guide.  We will need to print the brochure initially to supply the COE. 
They would then reprint it with the funds obtained from selling the brochure.  Some brochure will 
need to be distributed to the agencies first – the rest would be sold by the Center of Excellence.    

  
Education Strategy – Action Item 10 
 Connie did a Power Point presentation about the Education Strategy that was shown to 
the NWCG by Dave Bunnell last spring at their meeting in Seattle.  We need to get out the 
ecological message and what behavior change will make a difference.  The NWCG was hesitant 
and did not want to commit.  They only want to do short term stuff.  We decided that a course is 
not needed to transmit the messages, but that we should look at the existing courses with the 
Training Team and suggest incorporation of the messages when they reprint. 
 
Mike Hazell from NFPA came in to tell us about their educational programs.  He told us about 
Risk Watch, Learn Not to Burn, and the Sparky web site.  One of the unusual things they have 
done is partnered with organizations like the American Red Cross, to get out the full spectrum of 
risk messages to children. 
 
Rick Gale came in and advised us to always remember that our job is national in scope. The 
team then revised our budget submission to rearrange the priorities.  The FireWorks! Project 
dropped to seventh and the national oriented research project became number five. 
 
We worked on the slide show that Maureen would be giving the NWCG on Thursday. 
 
FY 2000 Budget 
Assignments: 
Maureen – distribution Center 
Rem – Brochure 
Cathy – Electronic Bibliography 
Maureen and Bill – Communicator’s Guide 
Lou – Web Page 
Rick or Willy - Research Project 
Connie – Education Strategy 
Rick – Arson Project 
Maureen – Fireworks! 
 
Human Dimensions in Fire Management – Representing the team, Maureen attended the first 
meeting in Seattle in September.  She briefed the team on the meeting and found that this 
information will be useful as we prepare our 3-5 year work plan and in the Education Strategy.  
We may want a potential contractor or researcher in the field to present at out next meeting 
before we contract it out.  At this presentation we and the contractor will determine what will be in 
the scope of work.  If it turns out that the contractor will not be able to get us what we want ,we 
may need to go to another vender.   

 
Our next meeting will be Feb 15-17, 1999.  Probably in the west somewhere. 
 
December 15th phone meeting 
 
At next meeting - Planning exercise – 3-5 years 
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