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Suppression of vehicle fires is extremely dangerous and poses many health and safety hazards to firefighters. The following procedures are recommended:

· Wear a high-visibility reflective vest or other high-visibility clothing.

· Secure the scene and provide or request assistance for traffic control.

· Park your vehicle to provide a protective barricade for you and your crew.  Position it so that an inattentive or drunk driver will hit your vehicle and not your crew.  Your vehicle is expendable; you are not.

· Provide for your escape route at the scene.

· Do not use road flares if fuel is leaking from the vehicle.

· Do not breathe any smoke.  Smoke from vehicle fires contains toxic chemicals that will kill you.

· Vehicle fires are considered a hazardous materials scene. Suppression action should only be taken if the crew is trained, equipped, and authorized in the use of Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).

· If taking suppression action on wildland fuels, firefighters should ensure that they are a safe distance from the burning vehicle (100 feet minimum), and avoid contact with vehicle fire smoke or fumes.

Resources:
Incident Response Pocket Guide, PMS 461
Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations (Red Book)	Comment by Bender, Jessica L: You’d think that I’d think of these things more consistently…. But no, I obviously haven’t. 

This is sometimes and but other times &  I didn’t look at the Red Book right now, but we should look at it and follow it.  I believe we use and in publications when we reference it, so I’m guessing that’s what it says.

Have an idea? Have feedback? Share it.
EMAIL | Facebook | MAIL: 6 Minutes for Safety Subcommittee • 3833 S. Development Ave • Boise, ID 83705 | FAX: 208-387-5250

image2.png
inutes

OR SAFETY

‘u, 8
1y | o




