Prescribed Burn Approval Act of 2016 (USFS)
I. Introduction
Beginning in 2016, prescribed fires on National Forest System (NFS) lands require additional approval at the Regional Forester level if the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) is indicating an extreme fire danger level (Prescribed Bum Approval Act of 2016 and Associated Interim Directive, File Code 5140, April 7, 2017).
This law prohibits the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Chief of the U.S. department of Agriculture’s Forest Service, from authorizing a prescribed burn on National Forest System (NFS) lands if, for the county or contiguous county in which the land to be treated is located, the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) is indicating an extreme fire danger level.  The Secretary may authorize the prescribed fire to be conducted if coordination with applicable state government and local fire officials has occurred.  See USDA Forest Service Regional Office Prescribed Fire Authorization Worksheet at the end of this appendix.
This Interagency Fire Danger Operating plan outlines the analysis process used for the determination of the adjective fire danger rating to be used in the fulfillment of this law.  This will apply to all counties covered within this Fire Danger Operating Plan (FDOP).  For contiguous counties located outside of this FDOP planning area, The Forest Service will coordinate with adjoining third tier dispatch centers to access adjective ratings for those surrounding FDRA’s.  If a FDOP plan is not developed or utilized for the contiguous county(s), the Forest Service will use the adjective rating from WIMS to determine the adjective rating for the contiguous county(s).  If any portion of those county(s) are reporting extreme adjective fire danger levels, the law applies and approval to ignite is elevated to the Regional Forester level.
Adjective Fire Danger Ratings
In 1974, the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and state forestry organizations established a standard adjective description for five levels of fire-danger for use in public information releases and fire prevention signing. For this purpose, only fire danger is expressed using the adjective levels and color codes are described in [reference the appropriate appendix in your FDOP].  In 2000, the NWCG Fire Danger Working Team reviewed and slightly revised these terms and definitions for adjective fire- danger (Section B in this document).
[bookmark: _bookmark20]The Adjective Fire Danger Rating will be used by agency personnel to inform the public of the current level of fire danger associated with a specific FDRA. The amount of interaction will depend on the magnitude of the adjective fire danger. Although NFDRS processors (such as WIMS) will automatically calculate the adjective class rating, TDC’s process for determining local Adjective Fire Danger Ratings is not the same as Adjective Fire Danger Ratings calculated directly from WIMS. TDC will manually determine Adjective Fire Danger Rating based upon fire business thresholds.  All partner agencies within Tucson Dispatch Center (TDC) will use the same Adjective Fire Danger Ratings calculated for each FDRA.
[bookmark: _Adjective_Fire_Danger]Adjective Fire Danger Rating Determination
Although NFDRS processors (WIMS) can automatically calculate the adjective class rating, TDC will manually determine Adjective Fire Danger Rating based upon fire business thresholds. The actual determination of the daily adjective rating is based on the current or forecasted value of a selected staffing index (Energy Release Component [ERC] and Ignition Component [IC]) using the example tables below.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[bookmark: _Hlk530735636]Sonoran FDRA
	ERC-Y
	Adjective Fire Danger Rating

	0 - 54
	L
	L
	L
	M
	M

	55 – 79
	L
	M
	M
	M
	H

	80 – 94
	M
	M
	H
	H
	VH

	95 – 103
	M
	H
	VH
	VH
	E

	104 +
	H
	VH
	VH
	E
	E

	IC–Y
	0 - 19
	20 – 39
	40 – 59
	60 – 79
	80 - 100



Desert Grasslands FDRA
	ERC-Y
	Adjective Fire Danger Rating

	0 – 45
	L
	L
	L
	M
	M

	46 – 70
	L
	M
	M
	M
	H

	71 – 93
	M
	M
	H
	H
	VH

	94 – 103
	M
	H
	VH
	VH
	E

	104 +
	H
	VH
	VH
	E
	E

	IC–Y
	0 - 19
	20 – 39
	40 – 59
	60 – 79
	80 - 100



Forest/Woodlands FDRA
	ERC-Y
	Adjective Fire Danger Rating

	0 – 45
	L
	L
	L
	M
	M

	46 – 64
	L
	M
	M
	M
	H

	65 - 85
	M
	M
	H
	H
	VH

	86 – 96
	M
	H
	VH
	VH
	E

	97 +
	H
	VH
	VH
	E
	E

	IC–Y
	0 - 19
	20 – 39
	40 – 59
	60 – 79
	80 - 100







	Fire Danger Rating and Color Code
	DESCRIPTION

	Low (L)
(Green)
	Fuels do not ignite readily from small firebrands although a more intense heat source, such as lightning, may start fires in duff or punky wood. Fires in open cured grasslands may burn freely a few hours after rain, but woods fires spread slowly by creeping or smoldering, and burn in irregular fingers. There is little danger of spotting.

	Moderate (M)
(Blue)
	Fires can start from most accidental causes but, with the exception of lightning fires in some areas, the number of starts is generally low. Fires in open cured grasslands will burn briskly and spread rapidly on windy days. Timber fires spread slowly to moderately fast. The average fire is of moderate intensity, although heavy concentrations of fuel, especially draped fuel, may burn hot. Short-distance spotting may occur, but is not persistent. Fires are not likely to become serious and control is relatively easy.

	High (H)
(Yellow)
	All fine dead fuels ignite readily and fires start easily from most causes. Unattended brush and campfires are likely to escape. Fires spread rapidly and short-distance spotting is common. High-intensity burning may develop on slopes or in concentrations of fine fuels. Fires may become serious and their control difficult unless they are attacked successfully while small.

	Very High (VH)
(Orange)
	Fires start easily from all causes and, immediately after ignition, spread rapidly and increase quickly in intensity. Spot fires are a constant danger. Fires burning in light fuels may quickly develop high intensity characteristics such as long-distance spotting and fire whirlwinds when they burn into heavier fuels.

	Extreme (E)
(Red)
	Fires start quickly, spread rapidly, and burn intensely. All fires are potentially serious. Development into high intensity burning will usually be faster and occur from smaller fires than in the very high fire danger class. Direct attack is rarely possible and may be dangerous except immediately after ignition. Fires that develop headway in heavy slash or in conifer stands may be unmanageable while the extreme burning condition lasts. Under these conditions the only effective and safe control action is on the flanks until the weather changes or the fuel supply lessens.





USFS Regional Office Prescribed Fire Authorization Worksheet



[image: fs_green.jpg - 2962 Bytes]USDA Forest Service
Regional Office Prescribed Fire Authorization Worksheet

	Region:
	

	Date:
	

	Submitted by:
	

	Telephone/Email:
	

	Approval Required For:
	[bookmark: Check5]National Preparedness Level 4 or 5: |_|
	[bookmark: Check6]NFDRS is “Extreme”: |_|




	Forest
	Burn Unit ID
	Unit Acres
	Start/End Date
	Personnel/Crews/Equipment To Implement Burn
	Forecast NFDRS Rating

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	
	



Actual and Forecasted Fire Business, Fire Weather and Fire Behavior Conditions:
	




Values and Risk/Benefit Assessment: 
	



Coordination with Fed/State/Local Partners, Mitigation Measures, & Other Precautions:
	




Regional Office Use Only:
	FAM Recommendation
	[bookmark: Check3]Approve:  |_|
	[bookmark: Check4]Deny:  |_|

	FAM Notes:
	


	Regional Forester (or Designee) Decision:
	[bookmark: Check7]Approve: |_|
	[bookmark: Check8]Deny:|_|

	Decision Rationale:
	

	Date/Time:
	Signature:



Note: Please use the following link to report all authorizations granted by the Regional Office to fulfil mandatory reporting requirements - 
	

	

	

	



	USDA FOREST SERVICE REGIONAL-LEVEL PRESCRIBED FIRE AUTHORIZATIONS 
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