
NWCG Data Standard
Meta-data Definition

Department of the Interior Policy, 485DM7, 1999, and US Department of Labor 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration Part 1904, 1996

Michell Ryerson, Chair
Safety & Health Working Team

2
9(4)

Integer

The total number of deaths, connected with the performance of work duties, that 
occurred in conjunction with an incident. 

Data Attribute Name Incident Personnel Fatality Quantity

Stewardship Group Safety & Health Working Team
Data Steward Michell Ryerson, Chair
Source Reference Department of the Interior Policy, 485DM7, 1999, and US Department of Labor 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration Part 1904, 1996
System of Record
Custodian

Description The total number of deaths, connected with the performance of work duties, that 
occurred in conjunction with an incident. 

4 Minimum: 1

Data Type Integer
Case Sensitivity
Format 9(4)
Example 2

4 Minimum: 1

Integer

9(4)
2

1.  This applies to personnel who are ordered or assigned to an incident.

2.  This applies to fatalities that occur from the time personnel are assigned to an incident until the time they 
return to their home unit or are reassigned to another incident (includes mobilization and demobilization).

3.  This applies if incident injury or illness results in death.

Abbreviation
Contacts

Definition

Data Exchange Standards Data Entry Guidelines

Length Maximum:Maximum:
  

Business Rules

Status: Proposed Date: 11/4/2009
Name Version: 1.0

For information, or to submit comments about this standard, contact:

Allen Deitz
Chair, NWCG Data Administration Working Group
NWCG Program Management Unit
3833 S Development Ave
Boise, ID 83705-5354

Phone: (208) 387-5264
FAX: (208) 433-6446
E-mail allen_deitz@nifc.blm.gov
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The meta-data definition has been defined, but has not been reviewed by the DAWG.
The meta-data definition has been reviewed by the DAWG and is in the public review 
stage.
The meta-data definition has been approved by the DAWG and published as an NWCG 
standard.

(to be filled out by the 
DAWG only)

Name

Draft = 
Proposed = 

Approved =

Status

Contacts

Definition

Business Rules

Data Attribute Name
Abbreviation

The business term in its unabbreviated form.
The short form of the attribute name using standard abbreviations.

Data Stewardship
      Group
Data Steward

The organization(s) responsible for the accuracy of the attribute's definition.

The person(s) responsible for the attribute meta-data definition (name, contacts, definition, business 
rules).

Source Reference The reference number of an adopted data standard from an external source.
System of Record the manual or automated system that serves as the authoroitative source for accurate data values.
Custodian The person(s) responsible for themaintenance and quality of the actual data in the system of record.

Explanation of the Meta-data Definition Format

Description The textual definition of the attribute.
 
Length

Data Type

Format

Case Sensitivity

Example

Data Exchange Standards Data Entry Standards
The maximum & minimum allowable lengths for 
the raw data.
The kind of data. Examples are: alphabetic, 
binary, numeric, alpha-numeric.
A specification of the way the raw data should be 
arranged.
A specification of whether or not the data is to be 
upper, lower, or mixed case.
Example(s) of valid raw data and descriptor, if 
appropriate.

The maximum & minimum allowable lengths for 
the data entry.
The kind of data. Examples are: integer, decimal, 
currency, data, time, character, and Boolean.
The way the data should be displayed to the users.

A specification of whether or not the data is to be 
upper, lower, or mixed case.
Example(s) of valid data entry and descriptor, if 
appropriate.

Business rules are a set of conditions that govern the data attribute so that it occurs in a way that is acceptable to the business 
(or customer). A business rule is a statement that defines or constrains some aspect of the data.  There may be many business 
rules that pertain directly to the attribute, or to its relationship to other attributes.

Information about this NWCG Data Standard
Applicability
1.  The Data Exchange Standards section represents the standard for representation of data files for data interchange.
2.  This standard applies to all existing NWCG applications.
3.  This standard applies to the acquisition of all applications software, whether commercial off-the-shelf (COTS)
      products, or custom-designed applications.
4.  The Data Entry Guidelines are recommended but not mandatory and do not require a waiver. 

Provision for Waiver - A waiver may be granted by the NWCG DAWG for:
 •  Legacy applications that are able to achieve compliance by means other than the use of this standard
 •  Systems where the costs of implementing this standard are significantly higher than the benefits warrant

Maintenance
This standard is one of several applicable to all NWCG applications; as such, it will be reviewd, and the NWCG DAWG will 
schedule aupdates at designated intervals. reviews shall occur at time intervals not to exceed 5 years.

a.  An outline of the reasons why the data standard should not be implemented in the specific application.
b.  A risk assessment and cost-effectiveness evaluation of continued operation in a non-compliant mode.
c.  Approval of the waiver request by decision officials within the requesting office, if applicable.

The requesting office shall draft an application to the NWCG DAWG for a waiver providing the reasons why the data 
standard should not be implemented in the information collection. This application shall contain:

The DAWG shall notify the requesting office in writing of the disposition of the waiver within 60 days of receipt.
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