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Dynamic Text

Hello and welcome to this video lesson on use of dynamic text in map
creation.
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Objectives

Know what dynamic text is & how it helps to
automate map production

Know the various sources for creating dynamic
text

Use proper syntax to add dynamic text

Understand how formatting tags can enhance the
use of dynamic text

The objectives of this video lesson are to help you understand what
dynamic text is and how to use it to help you automate map production.

We will be discussing the various types of dynamic text and how to add
them to your map.

There is a specific syntax to dynamic text that must be followed for
dynamic text to work. Copy and Pasting or adding preformatted
dynamic text is the best way to maintain the correct syntax.

We will also discuss how to add formatting tags to the dynamic text to
enhance the look of the text.
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Use Dynamic text —
Dynamic text saves time and keeps layout text
correct from map to map, day to day

Alamo Fire
AZ-CNF-0020
October 17, 2017
IAP Map
Day Shift

Approx. 200 ac
IR flight 10/15/17 2300
NAD 1983 UTM zone 12N

Dynamic text is text placed on a map that changes dynamically based on
the current properties of the map document, data frame, and Data Driven
Pages.

Dynamic text works through the use of tags.

Use of dynamic text will allow for quicker map updates and constancy
across your maps.

You add dynamic text in a text box and it will updated automatically. If
you add dynamic text for the date, the date on the layout will update to
the current date each time you open the MXD.

Dynamic text can also be linked to other properties so you update those
properties or fields and the dynamic text will update on the map.



ArcGIS 10.X Dynamic Text - text that changes
based on the current properties of the map

User Name or Author Smokey Bear
: . 10/16/2017
Date (date, time) 2200 hr

Data Frame (name, coordinate system) NAD 1983 UTM zone 12N

Document Text (from Map Document Properties)
Feature Class (data from a feature class field) AZ-CNF-0020
Statistic .text (page # of #) Page 1G4
Data Driven Page Text (page name, #, count, attribute)

These are just a few of the many types of dynamic text that can be
added to your layout.

Some types of dynamic text will update based on map document
properties, data frame properties, attribute table fields or general
statistics like date and time, page number or count.
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Ways To Add Dynamic Text

Add preset text from Main Menu
>Insert>Dynamic Text
Copy and paste in text box from

ArcGIS help or preformatted
document (see Job Aid - Dynamic Text Syntax in ArcMap

Add from Data Driven Pages Toolbar
(Page Text®)
Combine several dynamic text in one text box.

Currert Date

Currert Time

User Narme

Aughor

Date Saved

Document Narme
Document Path
Coordinaste System

Drata Frame Name
Reference Scale

Data Frame Time

Data Drviven Page MName
Data Driven Page Number
Data Cviven Page wath Count

You can add preformatted dynamic text directly to the map layout from

the Main Menu > Insert > Dynamic Text

You can also add dynamic text to any text box using copy/paste from the

ArcGIS help document or a preset formatting document such as the Job

Aid: Dynamic Text Syntax in ArcMap.

You can add dynamic text linked to data driven pages from the data

driven pages toolbar.

You can combine different dynamic text into one text box.

REMEMBER TO COPY THE WHOLE SYNTAX.
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Dynamic Text Lmked to Map Document Properties

M-ap!}ocurw Propertes

':‘; Som and Poson Alamo Fire
9;;;'-’-1‘3” - <BOL> <ty type="document” bupr) We™></BOL> AZ-CNF'OOZO
ot it ey October 17, 2017
- propertys"crades”> IAP Map
Day Shift

AL OF 00

Approx. 200 ac
IR flight 10/15/17 2300

Lt Saved:
Last Printed:
Lt Exported

Default
Geodatsbase:  C:\2017_Alamoynodent_data 2017 BLANK Even =

Patrames. | Store relatve patrames 1o dats sources

Thumbrad: Mske: Thumbnal

0K Cancel

Dynamic Text can be linked to information in the Map Document
Properties. You can link to any field in the properties window.

This is a good way to make sure that the fire name & number are always

correct in your layout.

You can also add information on a daily basis in the Map Document
Properties fields that will link to dynamic text in your layout. Just
update the Map Document Properties and the layout text will be
automatically updated. In the example above the current acres and
source are in the Credits & Tags fields. Update those daily and the
dynamic text referencing those fields will be updated in the map layout.
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Date and Time Dynamic Text

Properties

Tet | Sze and Postion

- | Smokey Bear
TEEE. ' 10/16/2017
2200 hr

E@II'

Date and time formatting ensures that the correct date and time of the
map creation will be on the map.

Remember: Don’t use the dynamic text date/time for the operational
data/time in your legend when you are creating maps for the next
operational shift. i.e. Maps created at night for the next day shift.

Date and time is used for the map creation data and time.
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Dynamic Text From Data Frame Settings

Properties

Text | Size and Postion |
Teat

Coordinate System: <dyn type="dataFrame" name="Layers"
property="sr" srProperty="name"/>

Coordinate System: NAD 1983 UTM zone 12N

This dynamic text references the data frame coordinate system.

You can delete the words “Coordinate System:” but don’t delete any of
the syntax.
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Dynamic text coming from Data Driven Pages makes creation of map
sheets go faster.

Using the Data Driven Page Attribute command will allow you to select

any field in the Index Layer attribute table. i.e. Div A in the PageName
field.

Data Driven Page with Count command adds the correct syntax for
“Page 1 of 4”.

Add dynamic text once to your layout and all the maps in your map
packet will have the correct division label and page number.
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. AZ-CNF-0020
e October 17, 2017

71023%ap_1 1x17_land_2017_Alamo_AZCNF0020,mxd I A P M a p

Alamo Fre

— Day Shift

October 17, 2017 x Approx. 200 ac

. IR flight 10/15/17 2300 I

Text formatting tags can be imbedded in the text boxes or the Map
Document Properties.

You can change the font to bold, italic, subscript, underline, etc.. by
using the correct formatting tags.

An ArcGIS Help search on “formatting tags” will give you a list of the
correct syntax to use. Then you can either type the syntax, following
the formatting tag syntax in help, or you can copy/paste the syntax in
your textbox.

Dynamic Text 10



Conditional text

Map Document Properties
Genenal

Fie: 71023%ap_11x17_land_2017_Alamo_AZCNFO020.mud
Alamo Fre

AZ-ONF-0020

Properties

October 17, 2017
- Ted | Size and Postion
Day Shift
Approx. 200 ac Ted

r
IR fight 10/15/17 2300 101772017

<dyn rypeh-"docum' property="credits” emptyStr="No credts for

' M 10/17/2017

No credits for this map.

If text values are blank, conditional text can be added.

Here the Credits field is blank so the dynamic text returns the statement
“No credits for this map.”
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ArcGIS Help - Dynamic Text

[ ArcGIS 10.3.1 Help
g @
Hde  Back

Qortents | Favortes  Search | " Working with dynamic text
Type a question, then chick Ask ArcG1S 10.3

[Dynamic Text
Powared by Anseerons !a ask
Hist Dynamic text is text placed on a map layout that changes dynamically based on the
current properties of the map document, data frame, and Data Driven Pages. Dynamic
100 topics found . text works through the use of tags, like HTML. Here is an example of a dynamic text
l_a tag for the title of a map document:

Working with gvnamic texi 111D <dyn type="document®™ property="title"/>

What s dynamic text? |
Adding dyname textto 8

The actual text you will see on the map layout would be the actual map title defined in
Map Document Properties. Dynamic text can be added to a map layout by either adding
one of the text elements listed under Insert on the main menu or editing an existing
text element by manually adding a dynamic tag.

complex. In some cases, you might want to combine dynamic text with static text. For

sirp map

Agddng dyname tex for

YOUT P book

Aising dynome text with Some dynamic text can be quite simple and be used by itself, while some may be quite
Data Driven Pages

Essentiol page lavout

yocabulary example, here is dynamic text showing the last date the map was saved:

Date Saved: <dyn type="document™ property="date saved"™ format="short"/>

Referencing ArcGIS Help allows you to Copy/Paste in a textbox to
ensure the syntax is correct.

You can also open the Job Aid: Dynamic Text Syntax in ArcMap and
copy and paste from there. The job aid has examples of multiple syntax
combined together in one textbox to allow for easy text creation.

HINT: Many GISS’ have created their own blank map templates. They
have the dynamic textboxs already created on the layout. Then they just
populate the Map Document Properties; add, symbolize and label the
data and they are well on the way to having the map completed for
export.
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