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1. Create map in ArcMap or ArcGIS Pro. Keep basemap, “page size”, and map scale in 

consideration. Confirm all standard map elements (STANDL SGD) are present. 
2. In ArcMap: 

a. Go to File → Export Map… 
b. General Tab: 

 

 
 

c. Format Tab: 
 

 
 

d. Advanced Tab: 
 

 
 

e. Click Save to create the geospatial PDF. 
 
 



Geospatial PDF 
 

 
GISS Introductory Class Page 2 of 2  2018 
 

3. In ArcGIS Pro: 
a. Make sure that the map or layout is the active view and then click on the Share 

tab → then in the Export Group → click “Map” or “Layout” (Depending on 
the active view) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

b. Export Layout Window:  

c. Export Options Window: 

d. Click OK and Export to create the geospatial PDF.  
4. Compress the geospatial pdf using either Adobe Acrobat Pro (if it is installed on your 

computer), or a free online compression tool such as https://smallpdf.com/ . 
5. Upload the compressed geospatial PDF to a mobile device and open using the Avenza 

Maps App to test the appearance and functionality. It may take several attempts to get the 
correct balance of page size, scale, and output settings. 

https://smallpdf.com/
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