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ACCIDENT/INCIDENT SUMMARY: 11 FATALITIES AND 74 ENTRAPMENTS

for the [nurth comreentive yenr, mrmmentsl forest aml wildinnd fire ruppreasinn prablens
continued to plague the natirn. Lant year anv rome 13,000 fires burw appenzimacely 3,000,000
scren. The major preblens reached a climax with the encrmows Tellowstowe blazen.

A reviav of 1988 major accidentn and “mene mtenea,”™ baned upon datn gathered by the HWCG
Tizeline Salaty Committee, revealn the [ollowing:

® Thera vere Il Intniitian anvocinted vwith forest and vildland (ite
supprannion operations.
o There vere 74 entrapmenta.

Six taealitiers renulted from nlrernft accldentn and one flrefiphter vne k1lled In n vehirle

. sceldent. Three fire{ighters were killed by falling treem. One pernom van killed during &
prescribed Llire operation.

1988 Fatalltles

.

. Pata Location Cauee Orponlzation
Hay 24 Oregnn fire (Comtractor)
July 14 Otegnn Afreralt usrs
Ang. 1o Hontana Trhicle BIA
12 Calitornis . Mresale usrs
19 Vyrming Atreralt "N
9 Wanhington Aireealt (2) (Canadan)
] Homtana Tres Falling (Crmtrartnr)
[}] Wynming Alreealt {Contenctor)
Oct. n MUyonatnp * Tree Falline Mn
Dec. 14 Notth Carolina Tree Falling "wo

In eddition, there vere A number nf sanfcipal and rurnl fire department persoanel
natlonvide, who loet their iives vhile respouding to grass or brush flren, °

The fatnlity record lor tha L19RR nensnn teprenenta A reductlon from the 1987 meanon, when 12
individuslae lost their llves during flre supprenslon effncts.

The 74 reported enttapmentn cnmparen favorahly vith the 1987 seannn, vhen there vere neacly
twice as many (144) shelter deploywents.

1988 Pnttnpmcnts

SUrLTIRS
DAIR iR LOCATION PERSONS DErLDIED 1NJURYT
(T2) Sandecrson Fincida 2(St) 1) 1-burns
3124 Blue Nole 16 Oregon 1 o fatal
$/20 Vnmpae Bay Florlda 2(se) yen none
eea. ' €/23 Brever Canter N.F. 18(FS) yen A<bnrna
m Stockyard Nivavatha N7, 1(3¢) e J-hurnn
s Flaefish Aridger-T 1.7, 2{¥nl) no f-hurne
113 Clover Mist Yallovstnna N.P. 3(nrs) yon none
1/20 Camp Los Fadesn NLF, 2(F8) no 2-hnrnn
8/26 . Eagie Bac Payette 0.7 23(rs) yrn 1-burna
999 Canyon Cr. Levis & Clk N7, 0(rs) yen 9-bducrne

Sixty-eix shelters vere deployed In the 74 entrapment altwntiona,

Twenty ol the
{irefightars svatained some degres of burn injury.

The chain of f(ire releted events began on April 7 {a Flotida snd coacluded on December 14 in
North Carolina.

Predictably, Angunt and Septesher vere the penk monthr for forest and wildland [ire
suppreseion accidents snd Incidemtn.

. Thene Uiguren ace bened wpon al] Incideats that have beew reparted. The NWCE Plreline Salety
Cowunlittee vonld eppreciatn nntification [enw anencien that crperiencrd nther deplogment or
mmjoc sccldentn in LINA, no that the Informatton ran he ndded 1o teond dats and nhared with

other sgencies. Lndividualn {avolved I deployment Incldenta/accldents would mot be
ideutilied,

1f. other majoc {freline Incldentn did occur In 1988, pleane forwacd tmt

Clinlrman, NUCE Firrline Salety Committern
P.0. Rox Y60, Rowa 1014 REE
Wanhington, N.C. 2070-6190

* flre aggressively hut provide for safety first. QO ubtain cuaent infosmation on fie status,

_die all actlon based un cuttent and expected fire hcharior.

L

l{ Renmin in comnnmication with crow menibers, your supervisor, and adjoining forces,

Reengnize current weather cunditions and ohizin fivccasis D Iieictmine salety 7ones and cscape 1oules,

. Jure Instructions ace given and nmlcu;mul. E Fstablish lonknuts in potentially hazardous situations.

ll Retain conteol at all times,

%]

T . S Stay atert, keep calm, think clearly, act decisively,
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