Canyon Ferry-Héuta
Helena, lontana
September 1, 1949

Daar Viazs

I've basn golng to write you for some tine but it seems

I never get around to do the things that I want ton, Under
gseparate cover I am returning your fleece lined socks
which you sBo genarously loaned me Saturday moraing. - That's
the firat ti-e my feet ever played out on me and at all
tines. I ralsed the nlcest set of bllsters, seven on one
foot and 9 on the other, that I ever did, I felt 1likse a
ho=1 tec havs gotten myself to the point whers I couldn't
walk anymore, '

I spent 5 days last week going over Mann Gulch with a fine
tooth comd untll at least for myself I am satisfied as to
what happened to that fire. It was an unpredlictable freak,

The evldence 1s on the ground and since I saw the lower

side of the fire before and after thes blow-u» it has been
relatively easy for me now to figure out the rest. £E£speclally
since I was directly in front of the blow-up.

Sitting up on the ridge between lieriwether I trled to put
myself in your shoes that afternoon and frankly tWag, I don't
think if I had been in your place 1 would have done as well
as you did. I think all along, with what you could see of
the fire ycu did what you thought best and from the way you
saw things I think ¥ would have made the same dscisions bad
I been tThere., Xaybe not as quiockly as ycu did.

A3 to your retreat fire I feel you did the only thing left
that y-u could do. To have gone into the Gulch further would
have been certain suiclde. +*he condlition of the ground

shows thate Scme are of the opinion Lhus Ll TroTrsdit i'Lrv
wes too small., However, from the opposlite side of the canyon
the timber in the slide rock which you passed through before
1lghting ithe fire,—is—e—chirmeys— It is my oplnieon—that thls
chimney sucked away most of the heat from around you and

Jallowedoocl _alr-to—enter—your—vicinity. This coupled with
the lno} = ented—any gas atroaks-Lrom

boceming1pgnited-or burning your clothes. - Yery much live
flame may have 1gnilted any gas and sucked in additlonal heat.
You plcked the rigzht spot to do the job. If I had besn in
your place I don't think I would have had presence of nind
enough to do what you did.

Further more thls action of yours has been so publiclzed
that people will remember this and other men caught in the
gome predlicament may do likewlse because thay heard of your
doing the same. Thus in thls way you may be instrumental

1n saving many lives in tns years to come.


http:cou!)""J.ed

TRE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LIBRARY

—2"

Had quite 2 vis't w'th Henry Thol, Sr, the other night
when hs inade a second trip into Yann Gulch. Wag, don't be
bothered by him whatever he spouts off about. Sure he can
see lots of Things now like we all can with hind sight and
possssaion of all the facts but I don't think he'd done
any better or different under the same clrocumstances.

Iie strlkes me as sort of a psychopathlec case - 1like a lot

of old rangers who were emblttersed by injustlices wlthin

the Servlce, real or lmaglnary. I've met the type a lot.

Frustrated, sore at the top brass and the "swivel service®
bureaucrats, In his grief he wants to get at the "brasa®

walke them flinch. DBe told me all about troubles in the

service, many of them old storles. Apparently he has bean
harboring a grudge against Major Kelley for years and

probably the untouchable brass., He sz9s this as his opmortunity
to strike back now that he 1s retired and they can't get

back at hJ.m-

Ho told me soms of the remarks he has made to you. Personally
1 don't feel he has any basls for them. What ha»pened was
an act of God not of man. Those boys cards were drawn and
there wasn't anything that any human could do to stop CGod

in his waya.

Yiell Wag, waybe I shouldn't wrlte to you thils way but I
wanted-you to know that here 1s one guy who bellevess you
did the right thing, that you're plenty okey and that you've
got Just a hell of a lot of guts to take what you have as
magnifigsently as you have,

Thanks for the mis of the socks.

Very sinocerely yourn,'

P.S. Anytine we can do anything for you look us up.
I' s
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