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The following report is based on en investigetion which begen
on the morning of July 30 end centinued until the evening ol August
2, 4 full days. During this time I visited the scene of the fire
on two different occmsions, sttended the coromer's inquest, book
stenorraphic testimony from all surviving members of the ill fated
erew, interviewed numerous other persons and collected 21l possible
informetion which might have a bearing on the cacse.

Under circumstences such as surroundéd the Roel Creek fire
men ere necessarily excited. Ewsnts succeed each other with such
rapidity that it is almost humenly impossible to remember all of

the details, and it is improbable that any two men would remember

tham in e:wcu.“rf une seme wey. Considering these human frailties,

S

Staih,

I believe that the EE&&EVGG on which this report is based is singu~-

G

1arly free from di snreﬂancies or contraulctlons of & materisl nature.
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Every effort has been naﬁe to obtein all of the information possible
and to asserble it in such & manner as to give & clear picture of
the sequence of events which lead up to the trazic death of five
enrollees from the Paradise Camp.

iinere testimony or evidence is anoarentlv in confliect, the
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stauementv in the bodv cf tha rezort are basad on the preponderance
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of ev1us"c§, reliability of wltnesses, and on hat seemed most..

probable. Full weizht has, of course, been given to evidence ob-

teined on the ground.

.
Associste Regional TForester.




Foreword

On the afternoon of July 23, 1938, five enrollees from Para=-
dise Cemp F-5, Company 1212, were burned to desth in a sagebrush Iire

the west side of the Senta Hosa Division of the

R ——

iich origineted on

'I_‘gi;;;ﬂ._bg, tational koras‘c in .mbol;i*- County, Yevada, near the towm-ol-

e e g

Orovede and sbhout '30 mles 'mr‘h o‘ nin.nenucoa.
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This merks the first time in the history of liegion 4 thab.exny-

one has lost his Hfﬁ Pl*nt
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ing a sare‘bruah _fire, and so far as could

2
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be learned, after inquiries among a mumber of old time residents of

Nevada, is-possibly the first time thet any sone ‘m;.s lost his 11;3 in
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the 5_*33-1"_3 of Mevads while enzeged i 11'1 .['lﬁ;htl'lf" ires of this kind. I.Tr.

o

Headley, Chief of Fire Control of the Forest Service, who iz intimstely
femiliar with Forest Service fire history over a period of more then
thirty years, is unable to recall any instence anywhere of loss of

life in sagebrush fires.

dile many lives have been lost fighting forest fires and will
continue te be lost so lons as we conbinue to fight fires, there is

little probability thet ths conditions surroundinz this particular

ek

fire, igeluding the uncenny timing end personsl injuries, will evsr
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be duplicated.

Fevada is typically & state of mou:'ta:.ns and desertse MNorth

cuntains, ten to twenty miles wide, are separatsd

Iy i

end south renges of
by level wvelleys of equal or greater width. These mountein ranges
generally rise ebruptly from the velley floor zmd attain 618?a3}9§§
of & {;_ile or more sbove the surrounding dessrts.

The Rock Crsel fire occurred in country typical of this general

formation,




at an _?}_cg}:gg_j,pn_qg, 4,350 feet, the flat desert land extends essbward

for approximately e mile end & hall, At this point the Sanbte Tose

lowntains begin teo riss graduelly and finally rether sbruptly to Senta
Rose Pesk with en elsvekion of 9,800 feet. This rise of 5,450 feet

occurs in & distancg of,epproximately 6 miles. Rock Creek and Antslope
Cresk flow westward from Senta Rose Fesk toward Guinn River andé enter
the valley through rather steep-sided canyons. ks is characteristic
of such toporraphy, the ridse between these two crecks breaks off
sbruptly towerd the valley, end the origin of the Hoek Creek fire was
near the top of this bresk and somevhere between 3,500 and 4,000 feet
above the vellsy Tloor.

On the buyped over arge the cover cengished principally of sage=

brush _wflﬂ'b"' o nixbure.of ches gress, rye grass, and weeds. With the

excsption of two or thres very small patches of trees in basins at the

hirher elevaticns, thers was no Limber on the ares burned, snd these

small petches of trees hed no significance in the handling of the fire
i

or in the svernts which lesd up to its traglc conclusion.
The sagebrush veried in beight-from.ong fo.tuo.fesk, on the velley

floor to three

s R

or, faur, feet.dn-heighi ek the higher elgvagions. Dens

sity could be celled normal for that part of the country, which would
meen thet particularly at the higher elevetions the brush was thick
s

gnough on the

B

1 to meterially impede foot trayele

A

Slopes at the lower elevations from 30 to 50 percent and

at the hizher elevations nsar the ridge tops probebly rsached 60 or 70 .
percent. The gountry could be called moderstely steep bub nob precipi- ?
tous. There ars roek oub-crops hore and there and a moderzts smount of
s

rock scattered over the ares, particularly st +he bottoms of the draws.
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In cenersl, en experienced man would not consider it diffienlt cowmbry
for horse travel.
From Yey 1 to July 28, the dete of occurrence of the fire, total

precipitation at Crovada was 1.37 inches, which is about three-fourths
e g e AT F

of an inch, or approximatesly 35 percent less then normal, indicating

B et

en extremely dry condition of the ground covers Records of relative
e .

humidity were not availsble.
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leport on Rock Creek Tire on July 28, 1353

ning storm passsd over the Sente Rosa Iountains and
e s e o T,
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started a Tire within the boundaries
. WM_A.G-!-:F““" SR s v iRl

Tolyabe lNationel Forest, Yevade, in approximately the southeast guarbter

of the Senta Rosa Division of the

Pt

of the northmrest guarter of the northwest quartesr, Section 5, Township
42 North, Llange 38 Emst, Vt. Diabalo Base and Meridian. This probably
_occurred eb about 11:20 or 11:28 Belts, on July 28, 1839. The fact that
the bolt of lightning which set the fire was sccompanied by an unusvally
severe clap of thunder etiracted the notice of people in the vieinity
and csused immediate discovery of the firs.

K. Qs Studebaker, & storekesper at Crovada, looked out toward

&

the storm and saw the fire starting uwp. Children of Frank Gabica, a
nearby rancher, saw the fire start end ealled 1t to the attention of
their father.

Studsbaker imnediately called the renger station et Paradise,
hevada, a:q_oluwt:fii}m.les avey, and notified lirs. Travis, wife of the

distriet ranger, of the fire. Accordiiaz te records of the telephone

Studebaler then ecalled

company this call wes put in et 11:28 s.m
BRI v ek
Cebica and theygtalled metters over and finally decided that they
would go up to the firs themsslves as soon as they had their lunch,
Headquarters for one of the state road meintenance crews is across
the road from the Orovada store, and ebout noon two of the meinten-
snce crew ceme in for lunch. After lunch Studebalter tool his brother
and these two men from the road maintsnance erew and travslled by car

up Antelope Creek to the end of the road where they lelt the ecar and

continved on foot along the rides on the north side of Antelope Creek.

.



Studebsaker stated that thev ')mbabl\f g?_t lrﬂvada. about 12: -:O Dellla

Frank Cabica and two boys left his ranch on horseback at about
the same time, going up Rock Creel end teking the licConnel Cresk Trail

from the end of the road. These two or ews net just below the firs and

e it

continued on to the fire togo'oher. The fire hed 'mr'oba“ly at‘bamel 2]
size of between 20 and 25 ecres when these seven men resched the line.
The time of arrival at the fire is not definitely known, but was prob-
ably betwesn 1:3C and 200 o'clock. It will be noted from the map
that between t!;.ree and four miles had to be covered by car, two-thirds

of it over a slow road. About 1 1/4 miles had to be made on i‘aat up-

s A o g L D e

hill over fairly steep cround, so that it is probable that at lsest
cne hour was consumed in trevelling and possibly more since the men
were not hardened hikers.

A1) of these seven men hed shovels and they procesded to dirt
down the fire, working according to their own estimates zbout an hour,
and succesded in pubtting out approximetely 200 yards of line. While
they were working they saw the CCC truck coming up the hizhwey and up
Roek Oreek boward the fire. Later Tippin's crew wes seen welkine to=

ward the fire and were still continuing \g_e:srd a‘l; +ths ti.ma o the

Lo

é.? blow-ug,d At this time it apoears that the ‘boys. were 1n a draw-bebtween
Rock Creeck and Antelope Creek and were not immedistely awars of the
fact thal the fire had gotien out of control, since they were at a
point where they could not look direetly at the fire end they were
too far away {or any of Studebaker's men to be warnsed by them. Up
to this time fhe testimony of most witnesses, both local men and CCC
bors, is to the effect that there was a wery lizht breeze blo:fi‘_l}hg, Trom

¥
the soutl wcst. This is the direction of the prevailing winds and would

LR
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also be the direction of the normal up=-canyon eir movement for that
e e A e 4

time of day, end as & conseguence the fire wes spreading gradually

towmrd the nerth and east with very little spread towerd the west and

souths

At about 3:U0 o'clock the wind suddenly chenced, blew from the

east, and assumed what Studsbalker deseribed as gals proportions. The
fire immediately beren to run dovm the mounbain et a hizh rate of

speed which probebly averazed 4 to 4 1/2 miles per hour and vas un-

doubtedly much faster on vortions:of the arsa where conditions wmre
most favorsole for its spread. The seven loeal men on ths fire line
were in no imnediste danrer since they could have easily potten with-
in the burned eream. They were fully aware of this but Studebaker wms
worried sbout his car end Gabica sbout his ranch, and the men &ll de-
cided to zo out ashead of the fire in order to save their nroperty.
licedless to say, they anticlpated no particular difficulty in keeping
ahead of the fire. As stated above, thres men wers on horseback and
four on foot, and Studebaler who was on foot part of the time testi-
fied that they had to run as fast as they could to keep shead of the

fire and only beat it tec the car by & narrow margin which they esti-

3

mated from 150 to 200 feet. When the seven men reached the ear Cabics,

wvho is e heavy msn and was riding a tired horse, was afraid to risk
keeping ahead of the fire and turned his horse loose end got in the
gar with the three other men. (The herse that was turned loose later
arrived at the rench with his fetlocks and half of his tail burned
off.) Studebaker drove the car as fast as he could cver the rough

Antelope Creek road and reached the hirhwey about five minutes ahead

of the fire. The two Gabica boys on horssback atbempted to go sround

-



the head of the fire in order %o reach their ranch, but wers unsbhle
to meie it end had to take straight to the highwey. From the best

estimetes that cen be obiteined it sppears that e.Lou“ 50 to 45 min-

utes elapsed from the

ime the fire blew vp until it rsached the high-
WEY, &ﬂ_p.__i.rli.ne.iis{;an_sc of alowvt three miles.

As soon as he reached Crevade, Studebsker out in 2 ecall to the
Peradise Camp for reinforcementc and also called the Guinn Hiwver end
lieDermitt Cemps of the Division of (razing. A check of the rscords
of the telephone company show these calls as beinp placac. at a:.;o Delle

L i

Vhen Studebeker called the Paradise Ranger Station, Ranzar

Irevis wes out on his district end Mrs, Travis sent her son over to

the Faredise CCC Cemp, about 2 hundred yards distent, to notify thenm

of the fire. The Travis boy reported the Tire %o 1. 1.

alsbury, the

e

enrcllee camp clerk Ior the wark agency. Nalsbury stated that the

report ceme to him about 11:45 a.m, Since it wes mearly lunch time

e

the only immediste zction teken by Halsbury was to endesevor to geb

the cooks to huryy up lunch sc that the men could be fed before start-

ing to the fire. Cemp lecheanic Timmons who wms the only one of the

work apercy overheed in cemp had gone home to lunch about two blocks

avey before the fire call was received. (Two oulﬂer forsamen ha.x erows

out on work projeets end did not come in to ]_.vnch. Cermp Superintendent

Hardy was ab 2.8 spike canp where ¢ then 50 anrollees and the balence
“-u.-....-.._....rw Rt i _--‘Werl A e R
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of the ovsrhead were working and did not roturn to the mein cemp until

evening. There were 62 new reg_laseme%s J‘_r. the main camp vwho hed nob
RS s

¢ to stetements made

vet been released Lo the work agency.) hecordi
by Timrons it was his usuel custon to go home to lunch between 11:30

and 11:45. Apparently no further action was talcen beyond atterpting



to get the men fed until Tinmons returred tc the camp elter lunch,

et which time “als.u-w reported the fire to Hm. According to lals-

o TR S AR, ...'........_.-,. T e

bury this was about 12:20 p.m. ond according to Timnons Lb{)h“‘ 12 50

e AR FUPE I

el
With the exception of the 62 new replecements who cemse in on
July 25 and had not yet had fire treining nor been turned over to
the work apgency by the Army, there were very few aveilable men in
cemps. In addition to the Army overhead there were a few men working
in the bleckenith shop end garage and a few working on a new lavetory
at the work agency heedquarters.
As soon es he rsceived the fire report T:i.n::lrzpnls started :'r.medi_—
.-z:.;t‘._?}}f_'tic_: round up & erew, truclk, and fire tools. Since he was unable

fron fire-t

t.g__?_b___&&p enough men ﬁg_\f;z.;l.hl & truclk
men &t the camp, he recuested permission frem Lt. ;c“d bhe Lot ing
Loup.Comuander, to take a part of tre presumably flire-trained kitchen

crew end received his consent. T:.rrr'ons statsed that he refused to texe

o S
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any of the new replacements since he knew that they had not been {ire-
trained.

The names of all men who were selected for fire duty wers
written down by Camp Clerk Kalsbury, end after the boys were loaded
on the truck MB a~am ffhﬁ,?.l,:?i “‘t,"rjgﬂ'f’b?fmwg vinst fhe camp cle erk's
list by having the ba:,rs call off in numerical ordsr. The number
called off checked with the number on the cemp clerk's list end re-
sulted in very positive stetements which apnear in the testimony
that there were 22 enrollses on the truck. Later it wes determined

that there were actuelly 24 enrcllees on the truck. This has no

perticuler bearing on the case, but the reason for the discrepancy



is expleined in Section 2 of the Appendix. This truck lced of men

i ont he £ ; 2:45 pam
pulled ouf for the ,‘q,;;gﬂ,?;{_. ..??9?.?...?‘.?;% Dells

gl i S

They trevelled for a distence of about 45 niles and errived
]
at the end of the XZock Creek road sometime beitwsen 2:00 and 2:30

pem. While travelling alonz the mein hichwey, Nevada £8, just be=-

Tfore reaching Crovedsa & full view wos obtained of the fire. Timmons
could see horses at the edge of the fire and could see that part of
the line was dead and knew thst there vwiere men already up thers and
working on the soubhwesterly side. The truck wes run into & draw at
the end of leck Creek road and partly turned around, The men were
unloaded end Timrmons counted out 11 men and put them in charse of
Assistent Leader Eernest Tippin, meking 12 in all in this crew.

The men in Tippin's crew were as follows:
1. Richerd Abausslemsn - Army F,.7F.""
2. Trenk W. Parker = Army 1‘:.?&'-4&

Je alter James = Fo3. ‘*A

4., George J. Kennedy - TuSesdn
5. Richerd Powers = Army E.P.

€« Chester Romenouski = ['.S,

7 Frank Selar - F.S,

8, John Stromick - F,.S.

2. Earnest R. Tippin - ?‘.S.+
10, Alsxender Varza = F.§.

11. Frank J. Vitele - Army K.P.=
12, Myron Vielensky = F.S.

(£11 proven to have had fire training.)

Timmons sterted out with the following enrclless, in addition

1. Baptiste Anmetvte -~ F,S.

2. Salvatore Blando - F.S.

3. Edwerd Carroll - irmy H.P.
4, John Fasano = I.S.

Go Benjamin Grimshew - F.S.
&+ Paul ¥inn - F.S.

7« OCharles lielson = F.S.

Be John Petrasel = F.S.

-10-



9, Riawerd Fhelps - F.5.

10. Stenley Sadowski - F.3.

11. Frank Tucceri = FeSe

12, Joseph iiilson - Fe3.

(A1l but Edwerd Cerroll proven to have
had fire training.)

Timmons had fought firg JAn .»o%}, Creel |

e e A AT A T

wo yoers previgusly and

;.:Lpt-.m had been there on _fishing trips, SO thet both men were familiar

e

ispetched Tippin and his crew

with the countrv. Timmons therefore di
townrd the fire over the leConnel Creek Trail, instructing him to

begin vork on the southwest cormer. Timmons pave a number of rsasons

—

prr————e L

for tekirm this a.ction.

1. At thet time the fire wes spreading fastest towerd the
north ené Timmons considered this the most danzerous pert of the fire
and plenned to teke thet sector kimself.

2. Tippin's crew would have the eesiest trevel {although
possibly the lonzest roube), being eble to accomplish most of the
dourney over the licCennel Grselk Trail which is a fairly cood horse
troile The routs which Timmons would heve to take with his crew
would involve travelling over country alter the first hall mile

raving no trails snd quite steep and rockye.

3. Tippin's crew was headed tovmrd a sector of the fire where
men were alresdy working ond a portion of the line extinguisched.
Tirmons took his crew, which he believed included ten men besides
himself, and started tovmrd the north side of the fire. They immedi-
etely left the FeConnel Creek Trail end elimbed out on some low ridges
to khe north in order to be able to get & better view of the fire
as they approached. About three=querters of a mile from the truck
they crossed to the south side of Toek Creel end began the ascent

RTINS e e SRR

to the ¢1re over s"cee*}, roclry country
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About this Time Timmons gol uneasy sbout leavine the truck
unguarded in the sagebrush end sent John Petrasek back to move it
to the Gebica rench where it would be safe. In turning the truck
srcund the boy sot it bogred down in en irripetion ditch and aban-
doned the truck end walked en down to the rench. The truck caught
fire later and burned aboub ome-third of the underslung spare tire
and ebout one=-fourth of the floor boards over the spare tire.

Vhen they had approached to within s quarter of a mile of the
fire thev saw, it coming to'ﬁard them very repidly and retresled down
the hill arcund the point of a ridre and into some rock ledpes une-
til the danger of being trapped had passed.

Just before starting the retreat Timmons had sent Paul Kinn
back to the creek for water. Two other boys, E&_&E&es lelson and
Frank Tucceri, who were quite & little in the rear saw the nmain crew

T Pt St

start to run and they ran back to the cresk. They met the 'u:s,ter 'boy
L

bed up inte the rocks on the north side

and the threes of them cli

e S R

of Rock Creok and did not asain r tarn to Tinmons missed

e e B S e

the water boy but assumed that he had become frightened snd gone on

dovn the ereek Lo the Gabieca ranch. Ie éid not miss the other two
boys due to the mix=up in the count of men which is explained else=-
TNeTrce

¥hile it eppears in the evidence that the boys in Timmons'
crew had to run to keep out of the way of the fire, it g.%?.-.ﬂ9§

appear that tI\ay were in e.ny rreat danger of being trarped. Some

P L

of the boys indicated that they were frichtened for a little while

and others did not seem to think that they were in any great danger.

o i



The evidence seems to suppert Timmons' statement that he considered

the north end o*" the Lire the most denpercus since the first broask

S e T

appeared to be in that dirscticn, end thet it wes not witil afber
the fire had made its guick run to the north that the wind turned
and cerried the fire in e westerly directlon.

Az soon as the denger of being trapped in the fire had passed,

A

Tim-mns mrb his crew to work on the ﬂortheast :101 t of 'Lae fire end

spent the .,a.l nee of 'I:He dey in cantrol work with a."'ns.ru._tl-f no inc"-

dents of any imporbance. IHe staued ‘that the _smoke was so davs,. tHa‘b

he cohld !mt tell what ves happening on other "0“‘610‘15 of the fire

ey = - — < - e TR S A e

and that he was not at any time. Qegncsmed s.bou* t}'e sgfet;l_ of Tippd

el
oA O ik

crew. He continued control work with his erew until late in the
evening and returned to the truck about 11:15 peme At that time,
according to Tirmons' stetement, the east side of the fire was sither
out or wes burning in ledges or had run to high green cowntry where
the spread had been checked. Le s ot aware of the __diffi.cu.lties

of Tippin's crew until he met some men on the tralil on 1'~ismy back
to the truck, and these men informed him about the missing men.

In the neantime, Tippin's crew advanced towsrd the fire over

the LBuOIlT‘El Creek Trail which leaves Rock Creek sbout e half o mile

above w'lr.;:'e the truck wes perked and pesses through e low seddle be-
tween Rock Creek and an ummamed dry wash., 4 sho_xf_b d__is_'ta.'u:t_:p beyond
the saddle the lecConnel Creek Trail descends abruntlv, and it appears
that Tippin's crew left the treil at this point and climbsd cut on
a ridze betwesn two forks of the wesh in order to be able to approach

the fire slong a route that would give them a better view c¢f the fire

-1 E-



vihich they would not heve had by fellowing the trail. ‘hen they were

sbout & guerter of a mile from the edze of the fire Tippin stepped

his erew on the ridre st e smell rocl’v ou't-cr:m and cave h's men a
s ] W - e 7 !

__131.__’9t}e telk on safety in ap‘-_{r_c_:g._chin_g_ the fire and working the line.
It was e.ppe.l;en'blgr about thic time thet the : fire begsn to run tewerd
then snd Tippin gave _i'.he order -I:? re'hrgat, probekly heving in nind
gt thet time not e full rebreat but mersly felling back and working
around to the side of the fire., According to testimeny, some of the
boys started e hesdlong relreal and Tippin cslled to them to slew
dovm &nd kesp their heeds end save their breeth. Almost irmedistely
PTiprin looked back azain and saw the fire approaching much more
rapidly sud rave the boys the urder to run. It seems rroboble that
Stromick end Yarsa continued on right from the T irst retreat order

——— ettt

directly back to the truck over the same route by which they had
come in, climbed into the ledses on the north side of Hock Creek
sbove Lthe Gabica remeh and remsined there until evenings

Four other hoys, Wolensky, Abaussleman, Romanouski, and Solar,

who apj-eare:ﬁ It:o be next in the line of retreat, ren down the dry
wesh, climbed over e Imoll to the west of the saddle through which
Lhey tad epproached the fire, end went di irectly down to the truck
end from there on to the Cabica rench. These boys testified thet
they hed to run to keep ehead of t.}:e- fire and were all badly secured.
However, judring from the seguence of events, it is extremely doubt~
£l thet these “our boys were ever in any sreat canger, since if

the fire hed been as close to them as their testimony indicates

there would net have been sufficient time for the events which

S

trenspired, resulting in the deeth of five of the six boys who

=1d=



were behind them. From this point on the testimony of Richard Powers
seems to be the most relisble. Powers testified that &EJ}‘»OSthmleg&-
ately at tbs sta.r‘b of the ra‘trgat thgt _}Lennledy_ fell down end called

for help. (Another boy who looked back thought Kennedy may hﬂ;e mong

15 or 20 feet before falling.) mm and Jg“_gkems, who were just s feow
=Sl ek
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faet shead of Hennedy, Lumea back, They picked Kennedy up, stripred
him of weter bags which he was carrying, put his arms m;e; ;cheir
shoulders, and started to carry him dowm the hill. This is the last
time thet any of these three boys were seen elive. Nemnedy's body
vwas found more than a guarter of a mile from the point where Tippin

and James were seen to pick him up, and the assumption is that they

carried him for this distence before the fire zob so close that they

M%ym;%g@% In the mesntine,

Powers, Barker, end Jitele were sheed of Tippin, Jemes, and Xennedy.

Powers' testimony stebes that Vitele kept going on his own pretiy
well, but that Barker seemed to have trouble and kept falling dowm.
Powers kept Barker ahead of him and pushed him elorg. A% one point
Barker ren around 2 large clump of brush and Fowers went direetly
through it, end the two boys hed a head-on collision on the other
side snd both fell dovm end rolled togsther. TYowers gob up and told

Barker to follow him but Barker did not keep up. Fowers seemed to

think that Efrlf_er wes more scared than &W&}Lﬁﬁ&f: end the testimony
of other boys indicates that Barker was in good bl ysicel. condition-
and wes 1light on his feet. Vhen Fowers was some distence ehead
Barker called for help, and he looked back and saw him on his knees
in the draw vhere the two had fallen dowm. m:ar.atw%.--hw@xm..
that the fire was so close ¥mt he did mot dare go backe Fowers and

e

=15~



Titale went throvsh the seddle sbove Hock Creek et sbout the sarme
time with Powsrs about 100 feet below or west of Vitale. Vhen the
two boys went through the saddle Powers called o Titele to follow
him, but he either ignored him or did not hesr. Fowers stated, how=
ever, thet he lmew Vitele would meke the creek end assumed thet he
would turn dowm the creek towerd the ranchs Zowsrs engled dowm the
side of the hill to Rock Creek and stated that after he reached the
creek he stopped rumning end walked the balsnce of the distance to
the fabien rench with the Tire not close enourh to ceuse him any
covCerI.

Vitele, hovever, did rnot turn down the creek but instead
climbed cut on & steep mowntain north of the creel, aprarently with

the ides thet he would get up to the ledges on Snapp lowntein end

reacn safety in thet menner. This error _‘in Judsment on the rart of
Tf;’hcgil__e_ cost him his life,_ since he had plenty of t-"rze to rﬁc;-é;—c‘:.*.-‘m
the ereek and reach the Gabica rench in safety. Hoek Creek et this
poink and on dowm to the truck was two or three feet wide and possi-
bly six inches deep, flowinrz through & barren wash 15 to 30 feeb
wide with sides & to 10 feet high. In cne or two nlaces there were
holes of sufficient denth to complstely cover a man's body, so that
it is at lemst possible, if not probable, that & man could heve sur-
vived in the creel while the fire passed over him. Alter creossing

+the creel Titale conbinued for more than s guarter cf o mile, an
exhsusting elimb up the steep side of Snapp Mountein toward the ledpes,
hub was wneble to rsoch them before the firs overtook him. e wes

probably within two or three hundred yards cf safety when overtalkex.

There is & cuestion at this point whether Vitale was actually over-
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taken by the fire while running or whether he fell from exhaustion

- i S

some little time before the fire rosched him., The testimony of Dr.
Grover, who was the lirst to examine the body, was to the effect theb
he believed Vitale was unccascious at the time the fire passed over
him,

Returning teo the four boys who were still in the dry wash, as
stated above, lennedy's body was found more then a quarier of a mile
below thg_po;n# where Tippin end Jamss were seen to-pick him up. The
point where Hemnedy's body wes found, sccording to testimony riven by
Fowers on the growmd, was not more tran cne or two hundred Teet above
the point where Barker was last seen on his knees in the ﬁgsh. o=
ever, the bedies of Barker, Tippin, and Jemes were found well up on
tae side of e knoll west of the saddle and sboub 300 yards from shere

Barker was lgst seen alive. Their bodies were found only a short dis-
E &5 1o ; %

tence, perhaps two or three hundred fest, from the edge of urburned
eree of considerabls size which might have proved a sefe haven had they
reached it. There may be two explanations for the positions of the
bodies of these three boys but absolute proof, of course, will nsver
be possible. _

l.L,?ﬁEEJTippin and James after being forced to drop Kennedy
on account of the proxinmity of the flames encountered Darker s little
ferther down the wash and attempted to help him resch safety. Or it
is possible that they sew Barier before drepping Kemnedy, fizwred
that they could not save botlh and thebt Barker was the best chance.

] s~ - 3 & " .

2. Ahet Tippin and James sew Barksr working his wey along
the side of the lmoll toward Reek Cresk and went wp to him.
Their bodiss wsre all found with four or five feet of each
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obher with the bodies of Darker and James falling awey Trom the fire
and the body of Tippin in the opposite dirsction facing tovard the

fire, which mey or may not be significant. Dr. Grover bestified

that 'l'*""

. vms the only one of the thrse boys that moved after the

:'.'_i;‘_c vent sver them pad thet Lhis movement was toward the fire rathsr
then svey. e also testified that the position of Tippin's body
geomed o indicate that he wes going towerd the £ire when it passed
over him, probebly in & last attempt to assist Barker and Juwies to
safety.

T4 was brought out et the inquest on testimony of Dr. Grover
that Zﬁ_qnﬁiqdéj‘_s_gglg}:e_ hed suffered e compomnd fracture, and from the
testimony it appsars thet this frecture must have been received _g:f_;__
the *;ime Kennedy czlled for help at the very beginning of the rotreat
One or wo of the boys seomed to think that nossibly Barker was also
injured, which accounted for his shumbling end falling so much, bub
thare was no evidence to thet effect obtained by the doetor who ex=
asmined him.

Aftor the call for help hed been pleced by Studebelker at about
B:50 peme, two truck loeds of about 40 men from the Persdise.Camp,
in charge m. Toreman ibesglen and Worthingten, were the first to
errive. These men probably srrived et the fire at about €:00 Pl
Foremen Abegpzlen stated that he ot beek to camp with his crew about
three or four minubss alter £:00 o'elock, received the call, fed his
men, and sherted to the fire. By the time they errived it wms knowm
that thers were missing men who had probably been trapped.

Searching perties were immediately orrenized and cterted out

to look Tor bodies. The testimony of a ramber of the witnesses is
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to the effect thet the search could not have commenced sooner on

o

account of the heat of the firs. Richard Fowsrs, the only survivor
i

of the lest gix men to start oub, lesd one searching »arby to the

voint vhere he hmd last sesn Barker and discovered Kennedy's body.

Ty that time it wms gebting too dark to continue the search farther,

snd four boys were left Lo guard Kennedy's body during bthe r
since theyr hed no means of removing it immediately, Early in the
morning, brobably sbout daylight, a stretcher and blaniets were
telren in and the boys started to remove the bedy. Dr. Grover wme
with the partyve ATter they had gzone & short disbance down The draw
they stopped to rest and in looking around discovered the bodies of
Tippin, James, and Barker some distance up the side of the drew from
where they were resting. These bodies were also removed as soon &s

possible. The balenee of the day, Saty vms spent by a large

nutbsr of men tryine to find the body of Vitels bubt without success.
His body was not {inally found until aboubt 10:;00 o'elock on Sunday
morning, July 30, All bodies were teken to Winnemueca and boys fron
the Paradise Camp were sent down to mele the identification, vhich
vas very diffiecult on ascount of their badly burned eondition,
Adverso Factors.

In comron with most disasters there were a numbsr of adverse

faetors, most or all of which it was not humenly possible to foreses

or gurard azeinst whiech produced the final result.

1, The sudden chanre ip.wind dirsetion. The prevailing winds
in this part of the country are from the southwest. Mormael wind dir-
ection in the afterncen in eny cass is up the canyons. The drainage

in the country over which the fire passed is in a southwesterly dir-



ection snd comsequently the prevailing direction of the wind and the

nornal cenyon air movements were in the same direction. The wind at

the time Tirmons started Lo the Tire was blowiang wvery zeatly from the

southwest up Rock Creek towmrd the firs and was earrying the fire in
a northerly and easterly direction. There was every reason Lo belisve
thet this wind dirsction would continus. About Z:00 o'elock and with-
out any warning there was & sudden change end the wind besan blowing
violently from the east which would naburally carry the firs down the
slopes.

2« The elemen{-6I uncanny timinge Ilad these boys bsen one-

s

half an hour serlier they would have been on the lire line at the
time the wind changed dirsetion, and without doubt would have Dbeen
able to cross the line and get into the hurned sres without ewen:

suffering discomfort. fad they been a half hour later they would

have been so far from the fire gt the time of the blow=up that none

of them would have had any difficulty in malking their escape. Evi-
dence abt hend seems to show that there was some delay in making the
gzet awsyr from the main cemp, but vrobably not as much as half an
hour could have been saved. In any svent, thers is ne moral to be:
dravn, because while we ars inelined to »raise the serly bird that
catches the worm, we must not lose sizht of the fact that it is the
early worm that gebs caught. In any event, it seems pr‘o‘ba‘blia thet
these boys rsached the scene of the lire at about the only time of
doy that would heve rssulted in serious conseguences.

3« The persgualcinjiiury to fennedyv. It is entirely reasonsbls

to assums that if Kermedy had not broken his ankle that he would

have been able to escape, sinde ths testimony discloses that Kenunedy
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was in good rhysicel condition and wes so far from being exhausted
that he wms singing while roinz up the trail to the point where the
retreat sterted. Tippin and Jemes arc described as being strong,
husley boys in prime physicel condition, the best boys of the entire
bunch. There is ebsolutely no guestion but what they could essily
have made their esceape had they not been burdened with Kennedy during
the retreat. There is every reason to believe that barring the scci-
dent to Kennedy, which delayed them for a considerable time before they
reached Barker, thet there would have been plenty of time to assist
Barker in the last few hundred feet to safety. After maling two trips
over the scene of the fire end gusstioning everyone who hed eny first-
hand knowledze, Lan.sbsolutely convinced in y own pind that the
ecoident to Komnedy was directly responsilble for the deeth of four
of the boys.

Just vhat might have happened in the case of Vitale is an open
cuestions If he had been left to his owm devices, he would have prob-
ebly dene just whet he did rezardless of the accident to Kennedy.
However, it is possible that if Assistant leader Tippin who wos in

chergs of the crew had not had Yo abandon his crew irn order to aettempt

to save Hennedy's lifle thet he might have kept the boys in closer

I‘orméti.on and teken them all to safety. This possibility is supported
by the fact that Tippin must have had a very high sense of responsi=-
bility for the sefety of his men, otherwise, he would not have risked
and lost his owvm lifle in attmptiﬁ.gwgg help them out.

I. Hecormendebions, L-"‘//'

Afcer carefully weiching all of the evidence I do not believe

thet Timmons can be blamed or should suffer any diseiplinary action.
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Timnons was both well treined and exparienced in fishting fires of
this kind. e had & high sense o_f responsibility for the sefety of
his men, and according to statements of many of the boys Ige._:\;j:‘_’.\mgi_r
comp ,lsta confidences I judrzed from their statements that he was one
of the Lest lik ked, il not the best liked, men in the technical over-
head. Considering his previous experience and the history of the
action of sagebrush fires, he had no reason to belisve that Tippin's
erow was being sent to e danserous place. While he toclk for himself
and his erew the most difficult and dancsrous nert of the fire, there
was absolutely no reason to belisve thet either crew would encounter
any pearticular danzers The only action talen by Tirmons which mirht
be guestioned was the dividing of his erew before reaching the fire
line, and I doubt if this action would be seriously guestioned by
anyone familiar with firefighting practice, particularly in this
kind of covar. Analyzing this action, the following points come to
mind;

o

1. M.{ision of crews intio smell units of from 3 to 12 men

is general practice, since it is the more or less wiversal belief

uh?‘t J..U.C'—h 1!1.!"-.’_6 r crevwis do not n'OZ'I’.. Sf-_ ag Li v 91"' under s L;g} le laa."dﬁl"'
& o 3
S}lip .

did not consider the route of Tippin's crew to the firs as conbaining

in who is an experienced fishter in this tvpe of cover
- = -, . = b

ey elements of danzer. The fire was burning slowly and distinetly
away from the route of approach. Thers wms nothing in Timmons' ex-
perience or in previous history of_sa;;abrush firos to arouses any

fear that this fire might asswme such proportions eznd travel so fast

that men would not be able to escape on the down hill side. With



Sumnty-seven years of firefizhting experience in this kegion, I

would not myself have hesitated for a minute to anproach the fire

alonz the route taken by Tippin's erews Other men of lonz lirefight-
inz experience, including Rcb‘.’{'é’:gle;r, Ghief ol the Division of Fire
Control of the Forest Service, and A. D. ijolehon of the Division of
Grazing made the same s_tate:ﬁén‘c.

.v’-
Ze ,M approach to the fire was more dangsrous than anothsr,

Timmons took for himself what seemed to be the most dengercus side.
Subseguent events proved this o be true since the fire made a quick
run to the north before it begen its long run to the west and rave
Timmons' ersw a few uncomfortable moments before threatening the other
boys. |

4, Thwfg; ol the Pire assipned to Tippin had the easiest
a*_apraacl;_slqr;f £ good trail, was toward the quistest side of the fire,
and tc a point where it was lmown that local men were elready working.
The side talken by Timmons involved steep climbs over much rousher
couniry. .

5e iff:: although an enrollee assistant leader, was & man
of unusual ability and a hizhly developed sense of responsibility.
The testimony of the surviving men in his crew was to the effect that
he had their complets confidence.

Under the gbove ecircumstances it is impessible to sees whers
any blame could be placed on Timmons for his acticns on the fire.

0;1‘;\‘” T
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IT./ Recommendati
N e
Starting from an absurdity, it is evident that there would be

no fatalities fighting fires with CCC boys if they were not permitited

to perform this line of work. %oing on from this point it would seem

- -



that there is a divided responsibility:

1. The responsibility of the men hizher up in the (CC orraniza-

tion to establish a few fundsmental rules which will ect &3 & sefe~

guerd arpainst ill-advised action in all CCC camps.

2. Responsibility of local overhead to ses that the minute
details of firefichting are carried out in & manner which will assure

the utmost safety %o the boys.
4s the CCC program cortinues we seem to be getting e progressive-

1y lerger percentage of under-aged, irmaturs boys, many of them with

pronounced mental and physical defects. This has probably been due
in part to lowering the age limit to 17 years znd partly to causes
which are well-knovm but need not be stated here. It is my personal
belisf that there ere many boys now in the CCC camps who are not over
15 years old end who are immabture in both mind and bedy. These boys
should not be permitted to be sent to fires. But up until a few days
ago there were no restrictions on {ire duty for any of the CCC boyse
I an glad to note that the nigher suthorities of the UCC within the
last few days have placed an aze limit on fire fighters of 18 years.
This is & good movas. Frobably there was the thought that boys who
were under-agze would all be in the 17-year age class and would be
automstically elimirsted. I gusstion thet the rule will be quite
thet automatic end believe that we should go further in the selection
of boys for fire duby. There should be some systematic method of

weeding out the immature bors end the cnes who are physically delec-

tive or mentally confused. It is nossible thet under some such system

Vitale end Barker might have been ruled cut. I would recommend, there-

fore, that in addition to the 18-year limit as now established that



boys shall be certified for fire duty only after examinsbtion by the

camp &égﬁor ﬁn& cortification by the cemp superintendent and camp
comrenders

After days of study of all the cireumstances end conditions
surrounding this fire end the verious sctions taken, I believe that
this is the only constructive recommendation which can be made, and
it is st1ll rot at all clear that it would have made any differencs

in this particular case.
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