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Chief, ¥orest Zervies,
vaanincton, T. C.
Deer Sirg

There iz being forwarded to your ofiiece under separete ocover
triplicate eoples of a report prepared by Associste lssiomal Forester
Tie 34 Rles on the Hoek Creek {ire, which oecurred on the Janta fose
Division of the Toiyebo Hational Ferest om July 23, 1585, and which
resulted in [ive fatalitlies.

The report discloses unusuel herolism on the part of Parnest
Ko Tippin end talter Jumes, Ia Tippin's cese the herolsm displayed
seems Lo be of en outstanding neture. 1 would appresiate your con-
siderstion of the advisablility of reccommending these boys for pos~
thumous medals for bravery either from the Auericen Forestry Associ-
stion or the Carnegls Fowndation, or both.

Vory truly yours,

Ce N ﬁE]ODﬁ,
leglonel Forsster,
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¥r., Raymond Tippin,
Oswego, Hansas.
Dear Mr. Tippin:

I wish to extend to you my despest sympathy in the death of your
son while fighting a fire on the Toiyabe lational Forest on July 28, and
to express sincere appreciztion for his heroic efforts in trying to save
the lives of his comrades. Jie have made a careful investigation of all
the circumstances connected with this tragic accident. The investigation
shows that the fire which caused the fatal accident started from a light-
ning strike at 11:30 a.m, The fire was sighted by K. C. Studebaker, a
storexeeper at Orovada, and other nearby ranchers. These people im-
mediately reported the fire to the Paradise CCU camp 45 miles away and
themselves proceeded to the fire, three traveling by horseback and four
by car.

4bout 2:00 p.m. the truck load of CUU boys from the Paradice Camp
arrived at the end of the road and continued to the fire on foot. (ne
crew of 13 men, including roreman Timmons, went to the north side of the
blaze which at that time had covered about 25 acres. Another group in
charge of your son started for the south side, where the 7 local men
were already working and making control progress. Both crews were ap-
proaching the fire from the downhill side with the wind in their favor.

“hen Tarnest's crew had progressed about & mile, coming within a
quarter of a mile west of the lower edge of the Tire, the wind suddenly
changed and devsloped into gale proportions, nlowing directly down the
mountain orposite the usual preveiling direction and contrary to normal
air currents for that time of the day. The fire immediately started to
run down the hill, ¢nd Tarnest, perceiving the danger, gave the order
to retreat, %Six of the 12 boys who were slightly behind the others in
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jarnest's crew immediately turred and escaped on the flank of the fire,
reasching a nearby ranch in safety.

George J. Kennedy of the advance group of six in the first few
stops of retreat suffered a compound fracture of his ankle. Responding
to iis czll for helv, Ezrnest, together with Vlalter Jzmes, went back and
tried to carry him with his arms over their shoulders. The other three
boys, Frank W, Barker, Frank J. Vitale, and Richard Powers, were a short
distance ahead, According to Powers, Barker either became exhazusted or
suffered some injury and fell down several times while running. Powers
attempted to help him until he was forced to run for his own life, and
s¢ he managed to escape to safety.

From this point on there were ro eye witnesses, znd conclusions
could enly be drawn from the mute evidence of the bodies as they were
found. Xennedy was found about a quarter of a mile below where Karnest
and James had picked him up and tried to carry him. This was just a
short distance above where 3arker was last seen alive, Barker, however,
was found nearly a cuarter of a mile beyond the plaese where he was last
seen, together with the bedies of both your boy and James. TFrom this
situation the assumption is drawn that Tarnest and James carried Kennedy
until the flames got so close that they were forced to leave him. From
then on they probably rained on the fire and encountered RBarker, whom
they tried to assist to a point of safety, since the three of them were
found within a few feet of each other.

From evidence at hand there seems no doubt that Earnest and James
nerformad acts of outstanding hercism in attempting to give aid to the
othzr two bovs and lost their lives on that account. Since these two
were the strongest and huskiest of the crew, they could have made it
casily to szfety had they been unhampered.

I'ire fighters of wide experience are unable to recall any other
instance either in timber or brush where fire ran down steep slopes for
such great distances so fast that men were unable to keep out of the
way. The reason for the downrill wind early in the afternocon resulting
in fire behavior contrary to all experience and causing the death of
five men will probably never be known.

e all admire the courage and heroism of your son.. I know that

his death is a grievous shock to you but I sincerely trust that you will
find comfort in the noble manner in which he sacrificed his life,

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ C. W. W00DS,
Regional Forester,



