APPENDIX
Section 2
Statements Obteined and Evidence
Collected during an Investigaticn

of the Rock Creek Fire from July
30 to August 2, 1539,

By

» B. Rice, Associste Regional Forester,
Region 4.



List of Dead

Frank J. Vitale = CC=2 = 306405

189 Cliftor Place, Brooklym, N. Y.

(Found under ledges on merth side of creek)
¥other = Jennie Vitale.

Welter James = CC=2 - 307025
162 Vioodlend Ave., Ridgewood, K. Y.
liother - Anna James.

Frenk W. Barker - CC=Z = 307C01
1021 Kemsen Ave., Breooklyn, N. Y.
Mother - lelen Kash.

George Je. Kennedy - CC-2 = 284415
336 West 1lth St., New York City.
(Broken enkle)

¥other = Bridget Kennedy.

Earnest R. Tippin = CC=9 = 259132
Oswego, Kensas

(Leader)

Fether - Raymond Tippin.
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¥Yieather Records

The weather records et Orovede show .03 of an inch of precip-
itetion on the day of the fire. This slight precipitaticn apparently
occurred late in the afternoon. 0On the 29th there were & number of
heavy showers with an eggregate of .35 inches of precipitation recor-
ded at Orovade. OStatements of witnesses ere to the effect that this
reinfell besgan aboub noon end continued as heavy showers during the
efternoon. Then I reached Orovada at ten o'elock on the morning of
July 30th there wus water still stending in the borrow pits along

the highwey.

Precipitetion at Oroveda

fiay 1939 Inches
10 +68
15 T
19 T
21 «13
22 .01
z23 «03
26 T Totel .85
June 1939 Inches
5 T
16 «45
17 +05
18 «01
19 «01
20-30 lone Total .52
July 193$ Inches
1-27 None
28 «03
29 «35 Total .38
Normal annuel precipitetion 10.00
lormal Yay " 1.07
Normel June * « 24
Normel July e .20



Statement of K. . Studebsker,
storekeeper et Urovedas, Leveda.

On being questioned I'r, Studebaker made the following state=
ments:

That on July 28, 1839 & dry lichtning storm passed over the
Santa Rosa Liountsins and thet one clap of thunder was so unusually
loud as to attrect his attention. He looked out and saw e fire stert-
ing near the top of the ridge between Antelope Creek and Rock Creek on
e small tributary of Antelope Creek., This was about 11:3C a.m. There
was precticelly no wind end the fire seemed to be burning slowly. Ir.
Studebeker immediately called the renger stetion et Peradise and re-
ported the fire to }rs. Trevis, wife of the distriet ranger. He then
called Frenk Gebice, living on e rench about three-gquarters of & mile
esst of Crovada. Gebica was alrsady sware of the fire, and after talk-
ing it over both men decided that they would go. Shortly after, a road
meintenance crew of two men came inmbo lunch at Studebeker's, and as
scon a5 the road men and Studebeskers hed eaten lunch, Studebeker snd
his brother and the twoe road maintenance men started to the fire.
This was probably ebout 12:30 p.m. or cne hour subseguent to the start.
Thesa men went in a car up Antelope Creek ss fer as possibles and then
took off on foot toward the fiire up the ridee on the north side of
Antelope Creel, Studebsker estimsted that it wes sbout two miles
from the place where the ear was left to the fire. ¥hile snroute to
the fire they met Frenk Cabice end his two boys from the rench on
their way to the fire on horseback, and the 7 men went on together.

A% the time of erriwal, about 1:30 or 2:00 pem., the size of the fire



was estimated to be somewhere between 20 and 25 ecres and not burning
very fest. All men hed shevels and proceeded to dirt down the fire.
This continued for ebout an hour. In the meentime, they had sighted
8 CCC crew coming uz the mountein from the Reck Creek side. (They
went into & drew between fock Cr. and Antelope Cr. and crobably were
out of sight of the fire for a short time. W.B,R.) At this tine a
high wind developed, coming from the east and blowing dowmhill toverd
the velley. Studebsler described the wind es being of gale proportions.
The fire immedistely besan to run dovn the mountain at e hizh rate of
speed. The 7 men on the fire line were in no immediate danger since
they could heve essily zotten within the burned aree, but Studebaker
wes worried about his car and Cebica ebout his ranch, end the men ell
decided to go out shead of the fire and save their property. Stude-
baker saw the boys coming up & minute or two before he started to rum,
but did not see them afterwards. He thought they could tell the con-
dition of the fire sand wes too far awey to warn them enyway. Stude-
beker testified thet they had to rum as fast as they could to keep
shesd of the fire and only beat it to the eer by a narrow mergin.
Gebica who is @ heevy man and was riding & tired horse wes afreid

to risk reaching the highwey on horseback end turned his horse loose
end pgot in the cer with the other three men. (The horse that was
turned loose later arrived at the rench with his fetlocks zone and
his tail half burned off.) Studebaker drove the cer &s fast as he
could over the rough Antelope Creek road, and stated thet he probably
resched the highwey ebout five minubes sheed of the fire. The two

Gabice boys on horseback attempted to go around the heed of the fire
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in crder to reach their rench, but were uneble to do sc and had to
retreat to the highwey. The estimate of time from the Llow-up of the
fire until the men resched the highway is from 30 to 45 minutes.
(During this period the fire travelled an airline distence of 3
miles.) As soon &s he reached Oroveda, Studebaker put in a call to
the Paradise Cemp for reinforcements. He also called the Quinn River
Cemp of the Division of Grazing and sent a messenger from MeDermitt
to the licDermitt Camp, also a Division of Grezing Camp.

After the big run of the fire the wind continued strong until
ebout 7:30 and the fire continued to spread to the north and west.

Studebeker did not agein go back to the fire and stated that
during the afternocon somewhere betwesn 150 and 200 renchers from a
redius of 25 miles or more ceame to the fire to help protect the proper-
ty of their neighbors. These men when they arrived helped with the
suppressicn work and also later to some extent in the hunt for the
bodies of the boys who were burned. The fire came down the Antelope
Creek side first end hit the highwey on the south edze. The short
middle dreinage where the boys were killed burned out next and Rock

Creek last.



Stetement c¢f Frank Cabica = Hancher neer Oroveda

Frenk Gabice stated in effect that a dry lightning storm
passed over the Santa Rose lountsins ebout 11:30 a.r. on July 28,
1989+ There was an especially loud clap of thunder thet ettrected
his ettention. His boy, possibly 9 or 10 vears olé, came inte the
house and told him that & fire hed sterted up on the mountein. In
questioning the boy he steted thet his sister actuslly sew the light=
ning strike, Cabica and two boys from the rench got horses and started
up Rock Creek to the fire. On the wey up they met Studebaker and his
men who ceme from Crovede up the Antelope Creek ridee. From this poirnt
on, including the retreat to the highway, Gebice's statements corrog-
pond alrmost exsetly to those of Studebsaker,

Gebica stated that the fire came t¢ his ranch first on the
south side, coming asround the point of the hill between Kock (resk
end the unnemed dry wash where four of the boys were burned. It came
down Rock Creek & few minutes later, poseibly 10 minutes, end hit his
rench on the east side. (This bears out statements of other vitnesses
thet the lirs burned dovm Antelope Creek Tirst, next down the dry wash

between Antelope and Hock Crecks, and finelly down main Rock Creek.)
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Time of Cells

The time on telephone cells wes checked with the telephone
operator at Winnemucee. The toll ticket on the first call from
Orovade to Ranger Travis indicetes that this call was put in at
11:28 a.m. on July 28.

The calls for reinforcements from the Paredise, Cuimnn River,
and MeDermitt Camps ere timed on the tickets et 3:50 p.m., July 28.
Lt. Ford et the Paradice Camp insists thet he is positive that they
received their call for reinforcements at exaetly 3:30 pem. Since a
number of calls were placed in quick succession, it is possible that
the time on the toll tickets indicetes the time of the last cell and
thet the first call to the Paradise Camp may have been placed slightly

earlier then the toll ticket indicstes.
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Statement of Rancer Trevis

Ranger Travis stated that on the sfterncon of July 28, 1939,
he was on horsebeck in the head of the Nortk Fork of the Little Ium=-
boldt River. About 5:00 pem. he thought he sew smoke on the cther
side of the mountein in the direction of Roclc Creek. le stetes that
he was not certain whether it was smoke or a cloud, but went irmedi-
ately to the nearest telephone at Iartin Creek and celled in sbout
8:30 ené was informed of the fire. He left immediately by car end
reached the Paradise Renger Stetion, which is immedistely adjecent
to the Faredise CCC Camp, aboub 7:00 pem. lie talked for a few minutes
with Superintendent Hardy of the Paredise Camp and then left by car

for the fire, reaching there about 2:00 p.m.



Statement cf' L. M. Malsbury, Enrollee Camp Clerk

Malsbury stated that Renger Travis' son came over to camp
end reported the Rock Creek fire to him at sbout 11:45 a.m., July
28, 1939, It wes nearly lunch time and the enrollees were getting
ready to eat. Ile asked the cooks to hurry up lunch snd got the men
fed end went to get Timmons who hed gone home for his owm lunch,
Lalsbury met him coming back to cemp ebout 12:20 p.r. end revorted

the fire to him.
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Statement of W. V. Timrons

Paradise, levade.
July 3¢, 1838

Employed as camp mechanic at Paradise Camp F-5, Compeny 1212,

e PR
PP 3

Returning from lunch sbout 12:30 p.m. on Fridey, July 28, 1939, was
informed about fire by Cemp Clerk lalsbury. Organized a crew of 22
men, recruited about as fellows:

8 from Army overhead (Later determined to be 5 - WDR).
6 from Jack Abegrlen's crew working for
Army on lavetory.
1 Camp Clerk
7 from shop and garage crew

&l

Left for fire sbout 12:45. Travelled about 45 miles and errived
at ond of road nearest fire at about 2:30.

Left truck et end of road and split crew, piving Leader Tippin
11 men. The fire seemed %o be travelling north and east, so instruc-
ted Tippin to take his men to the south side and sterted with balance
of erew to the north side which looked the most dengerous. Vas still
about 300 yards from the fire when the bresk came.

Up to this time the fire had sppeared calm and burning to the
north, end from the end of the road appeared to be 5 or & acres in size.
4L very light-wind was blowing up Roek Creek Canyon.

Lbout 3 o'cloek the wind reversed and blew down the canyon.

Viind was high. COrew hed some difficulty in keeping zhead of the fire
to the top of the main ridce. On resching the ridge worked the bal-
ance of the day on the east edge of the fire and returned to the truck
sbout 11:15 pem. 4t the time of leaving, the east side of the fire
wee elther out or burning in the ledres. Learned of the accident
from men on the treil when on the way back to the truck.

(Signed) Wilbur V. Timrmons
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Additional Statements - Timmons

Paradise, Heveda.
July 31, 1939

Lfter Timmons' crew got quite & way up Rock Creek, perhaps
nelf a mile or more, Timmons got uneasy sbout lesving the truek un-
guerded in the sagebrush end sent a boy back te move it back to the
Gebica ranch. The boy got the truck stuck in an irrigetion diteh,
or rather a pipe line with a lot of bresks and holes in it, ebandon-
od the truck snd welked on down to the ranch., Truck caught fire later
and burned sbout one=third of the underslung spare tire and about one-
fourth of the floor boards over the spare tire. During the night,
probably just befors daylight Saturday a.m., Foremen Worthington and
Eoegelen took their trucks up and pulled it out.

(Signed) Wilbur V. Timmons
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Stetement of Wilbur V. Timmons, Mechanic,
Paradise Cemp =5, Compeny 1212, on
fugnst 2, 1989.

On this day I teook testimony from sll of the surviving en=
rollees that went on first call to the Roek Cresk fire, with the
exception of Hichard Powers whose testimony hed rreviously been
teken, both by mysell and at the inquest. After cross-examining
these beys, it was quite evident that the boys essigned by Timmons
to Assistent Lesder Tippin's crew were both brighter and more vhysi-
cally fit than the average of the boys whiech he tock himself.

Since this was so cubstandingly obvious, I celled Timmons in
end asked him if he had deliberately given Tippin the best men or
vwhether it was sn sccident. Timmons sald that it was entirely acci-
dental since hs had sorted cut every other men for Tippin's crew as
they zot off the truck.

Tirmons stated that he lmew men were slready working on the
fire when he arrived because he could see horses there and could
also see that a part of the line had been extinpguished.

-1z~



State:ner_l:_t of Richard Powers

Paradise, Nevada.
July 30, 1939

Left truck with orsw of 1l men in charge of Leader Tippin.
From place where truck stopped went across Rock Creek and inbo next
draw and straight up draw towsrd fire. Got within about 200 yards
of fire. Wigh wind blowing downhill. Telking and did not notice
imnediately thet fire had chenged direction and was coming toward
them. Started to walk back to get better view and pick place to
start work. Tippin locked back and saw fire wes coming fast and
to0ld boys to run. Four boys had alreedy started to run, but slowed
down on Tippin's order to save their breath. Jhen inally gave order
to run the four boys were in lead. Thess boys were: Wolansky, Aba-
ussleman, Romanouski, Solar. Started to run with James, Tippin a
little ahead and Lennedy just behind. Vitsle and Barker a little
ahesd of Tippin. Other four boys shead of them. Did not lmow po-
sition of Stromick snd Verza. Kennedy called for help. Tippin and
James went back. dent down to Barker. Had to help to feet. FKept
Barker and Vitale in front. Vitele kept going pretty zood bub had
to help Barker. Barksr got up but couldn't go very fer. 3Barker was
on knees last time 3een.‘ Tent through pass about same time as Vitale,
but Vitale wenb straight down to creek and I sngle toward trucks.
Lost Vitale. Oot to cresk snd walked down cresk to truck. Tent to
Gabica's ranch. Saw Tipsin and James carrying Kennedy, before getiing
out of sight of them.

(Signsd) Richard Fowers
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Additional Statement of Richard Powsrs.

VWhen the retreat started Powers was with Barker and Vitale.
Vitale kept roing on his own pretty well but Barker sesmed to havs
trouble and kept falling down. Fowers kept Barker ahesd of him and
pushed him slong. Finally they both fell together and rolled. Fow-
ers pot up end told Barker %o follow him, but Barker did not keep up.
He thought Barker was more.scared than exhuusted. (Testimony of other
boys indieate that Barker may have been injured. W.B.R.) Then Powers
was some distance zhead Barker called for help, but the fire was so
c¢lose he did not dare go back. Barker was on his knees in ths bottom
of the gulch.

Poviers went through the saddle about 100 feet below Vitele.
He called to Vitale to follow him, but Vitale either ignored him or
did not hear. Powers knew he would make Hock Creek and thought him
safes, Vitale went straight down to the creek while Fowers angled

along the side of the hill towerd the itruck.
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Statement of Alexender Varze, Enrolles,
Paradise camp F-5, Company No. 1212,

Paredise Velley,lev.
July 31, 1839

Alexander Verpae. I em 18 years old, enlisted Apr. 4, 1839.
On Fridey, July 28, at 1:15 I went with Mr. Timmons' crew to the fire
in Reck Cr. Ve arrived at the fire at 2:30 or 3:00 pem. e left
the truck at the end of the road in Rock Cr. Kr. Timmons parked
the truck off the road in & good place and facing the mountain.
Mr. Timmons divided the ecrew at the truck. He sent ir. Tippin, CCC
Assistent Leader, with 11 men to the right and he took 10 men and
went up the canyon. lir. Tippin's crew was to work up the right side
of the fire and Mr. Timmons' crew the left side,

yie walked up the creek and on the trail through the pass to
the right end southeast toward the fire. TWe rested about 3 times
while we walked up toward the fire. Ve approached within 100 to 200
vards of the fire, and waited for 2 boys who were behind to come up.
Thile we waited Nr. Tippin told us that we were getting to the danger
line and we must not let the fire come up on us. Ve were walking
over the ridge and down the other side awasy from the direct line of
the fire. I started to run down the hill end John Stromick followed
me. Ve ran dovm past the truek about 50 tc 100! end crossed one ridrme
and climbed up on the next one. Ve then turned a little to the left
snd took an easier grade to the rocks. We then felt safe and took a
rest. We were just mbove the Cabica rench and on the west side of
the roclky mountain on the north side of Kock Cr.

We waited there until the fire was nearly out at the base of

this hill., This was about 6:00 p.m. or near sunset. e saw lr.
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Worthington's erew working on this fire line. e came down and went
to the farm housss This was about 7 p.m.

The only members of.ﬁr- Tippin's crew that we saw after start-
ing to run were 3 or 4 boys who came off the hill S, of Rock Cr. and
travelled N.E. toward the truck parked in Roeck Cr.

I did not know & fire could be so bad snd ran because I was
scared. If Tippin, Barker, Kennedy, and James had made good time
they could have reached safety.

(Sizned) Alexander Varga.



Statements Concerning Frank J. Vitale

Truck Driver Allen with whom I rode from VWinnemucca to Oro-
vade on Sunday, July 30, stated that he thought Vitale was under age
and doubted that he was more than 16 years old.

Enrcllee Powers, who is only 17 himself, said thet Vitale was
imnature end kiddish acting., He said that he was not old enough to

have to shave.

Educational Adviser IMitchell told me on Sunday, July 30, that

Vitale was almost helpless without glasses.

It was established by inquiry thet Vitals's glasses were
broken and that he did not have them at the time that he was sent
to the fire. It is possible that poor vision caused by lack of
glasses, together with the fact that wisibility must have been ex-
tremely low due to smoke, added to the boy's confusion during his
rotreat.

It seems more probable, however, that he thought he would be
safer in climbing to the rock ledges on the north side of the creek

than by trying to go dowm the cresk to the Gabica ranch.

A=



Statement of Dr. Grover, Camp Doctor,
Taradise Cemp i-5, Compeny lo. 1212.

At the inguest which was held at Orovada on July 21, 1833,
T inquired of Dr. Crover relative +o Kennedy's alleged sccident &b
the time of retreat. Dr. Grover informed me that Kennedy had suffer-
ed a compound fracture of the left enkle so that the foot was nearly

turned back up.
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Stetement of Paul L. Travis, District
Ranger, cenite Losa Division, Toliysbe
Tetional rorsst, Nevade.

Paradize Velley, Hev.
July 31, 1939.

Ir. Wilbur Tirmons hes had the following fire treining:
Three years et fire training school et TFaradise Valley, Hev. e
hes worked on 10 fires. Fe worked as e laborer on 1 fire, as fore-
man under me on 7 fires, and in charge of the job on 2 fires. This
experience was from 1854 to 18389,

His handling of fire crews has been very good.

(Signed) Peul L. Trevis.

(Timnons began work in the CCC's in May, 1935 at the Lamoille Cemp.
He was tranzferred to the Paradise Cemp ir lNovermber 1935, and has been

continuously employed there since thet time. W.E.R.)



Statement of Paul L. Travis, District
Ranzer, Sante Hosa Division, Toiyabe
National Torest, hievade.

Paradise Valley, Hev.
July 31, 1939

Mr. Eernest Tippin wes enrolled in Co. 1212, Camp F-5, on
July 17, 1938, He re-enlisted in this Co. 1/1/39 and 7/1/3¢. THe
held the rating of Assistent Leader and was classified as a Project
Assistant.

He attended 1 fire training school et Paradise Valley in 1835
end worked under Ir. Timmons on the Cottonwood Cr. fire this year.

Vle are not sure as to whether he fought fire in 1938, He and
Yr, Timmons kmew the Rock Cr. renge well as lr. Timmons had fought
fire there with me, and Ir, Tippin had fished Rook Cr.

Hle is rated by Superintendent Herdy end his foreman as among
the best 1/2 dozen men in Camp F=5. He showed marked ebility as an
enrollee leadser and it was planned to give him a leader's rating with
the errival of the replacements. This proposal was recommended by
Camp Blacksmith Murvhy. (Concurred in by Ceamp Sup't. and Commander.
WeBeHe

¥r. Tippin hed complste charge of the blacksmith shop and dir=-
ected the work of five enrollees for part of each month &s the black-
srith was not a full time employee. He operated the picture machine
for the Army and one or two nights per week he was entrusted to take
the picture machine to the spike camp and drive the truck.

Physically he was one of the best men in camp.

(8izned) Paul L. Travis.



toatement of Paul L. Travis, Distriect
Ranger, Santa Hose Division, Toliyabe
lational Forest, llevada.

Paradise Valley, Nev.
July 31, 1839
The boys who went to the firé all had fire training or pre-
vious experience. All enrollees this spring were given fire train-
ing.
0f the boys lost, Barker, James, and Vitele, had 5 mo. service.
Kennedy had 6 mo. and Project Assistant Tippin had 1 year. All had
attended fire training school and some hed Tire experience.

(Signed) Paul L. Travis.
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Investigation of Treining.

In en interview with Yr. Timmons he stated %o me that he had
been on leave at the time fire training was ziven and did not have
positive knowledge as to what boys might have been in abttendance at
the training camp, but thet he had besn told that all of the boys that
were in cemp at that time had received fire training, He had no reason
to doubt thaet all of the boys which he took from cemp had received the
required training. This statement is borne out by the fuct that he re-
fused to teke eny of the new group of enrollees received at the camp
on July 25, particularly on account of the feet that he knew psrsonally
that these boys had not been trained. It was my understending thet Lt.
Ford, who was Acting Cemp Commander on July 28, tried to get Timmons
to take some of the new roplacements instead of men from the Army over=
head in the kitchen.

In order to essure myself that all boys who went on fire duty
hed been properly trained, I made some inguiries from persons who
should have teen in a position to kmow.

Ranger Trevis stated that he understood the entire camp was
turned out for fire training. He stated that the leaders went through
the camp to ses that all men were turned out. He did not know whethsr
en actual checl was mede by roll call, Other members of the camp over-
head who were contacted on this subject made essentially the seme
statement.

Cn intsrviewing Foremen Jack Abegrzlan, who was Acting Camp Sup=
orintendent &t the time the training was given, he stated that he had

consulted previously with the Camp Cormander end that the Camp Commen=-




der agreed to turn out the entire camp for training. I esked him if
he made a roll call to assure himself that all men were present, or
to be able to pick up later any enrollees who mizht be absent and
arranze for their training et another time. le stabted that no such
roll call was teken., Later in the investigation Abegrlsan admitted
that he sent five of his trucks in charge of & leader end four other
men in addition to the truck drivers, making 10 men in all, to finne=-
muecca to unload a car of lumber. He stated that this action was taken
because the day of fire Training seemed %o be & good time to got the
lumber wnloaded since all boys would be in camp and the trucks would
not be needed for transportetion to the Jjob. i asked him if arrange;
ments were made to give these boys the required training at a later
date, and he seid that no such arrangements were mede.

On being questioned, Ransger Travis steted that 7 untrained men
from new recruits which came in on July 25 were sent to the fire with
sither the second or third call men. Ee stated that the reason for
doing this was thst urzent calls were coming from ranchers who feared
that their oroperty was in dangsf and wished to muster all available
help. The 7 men taken were ones who stated that they hed had previous
fire training end experisnce. The balance of the new men, nmumbering
some 55, were not taken to the fire because they did net certify to
heving had previous training and expsrience.

(In this connsction it might also be noted that men employed
in the protection of ranch property from the approach of sagebrush
‘ires are in a much less dangerous position than men who might be
firhting the fire at some other noint, and this was probably also

tolcen into consideration. These men whom Travis expected to use for




the protection of ranch property from destruction of fences, haystacks,
etcs, would necessarily at all times be close to a safe line of re=-
treat to green irrigatsd fields and could not conceivably be in eny
varticular danger, W.B.R.)

Captain Seitz, Commander of the Paradise Camp, qusstioned
whether all of the men sent out on the first cell had had fire train-
ing in spite of the positive statements of the camp overhead. In
order to settle the guestion all survivors of Timmons' full crew,

1% in &ll, were rounded up and questioned. 17 boys certified thet
they had attended fire training at the FParedise Camp last I'ay. One
boy stated that he had not attended tﬁe YVay treining, but that he
had previously received fire training on two different occasions.
One boy who was on the kitchen crew st the time of training stated
that he had not attended but had watched from the kitchen.

Bach of the 19 boys was asked if he could state positively
whether Tippin, dJames, Vitale, Barker, or Xennedy attended training,

and it was definitely established that sll had hed fire training.



Statement of Wilbur V. Timmons, Kechenie,
Paradise Cemp F-5, Company 1212, on

July 51, 1959.

I asked Wilbur V. Timmons if he was familiar with chapter 12,
section 1, numbered parasgreph 3 of the 1938 edition of CCC Sefety
Regulations which reads as follows:

"o enrollee shall be sent to fires except under supervision
of a foreman who has been given all practicable instructions in fire
safety and is judged to be capable of remembering st all times that
his first responsibility is the safety of the enrollees in his charge."

Timmons informed me that he was familiar with this paragraph
in the safety regulations. I esked him if he considered splitting his
crew and sending part of the boys to a position where he could not
zive them immediate supsrvision & violation of this repulation. Ie
replied thet he did not consider that he was violating the regulation,
even if some of the men wers too far awey to be under his immediste
end direct supervision. He stated that regerdless of the fact that
he had split his crew, he still felt responsible for their safety on

the fire.

(It does not appear that this regulation necessarily reguires
that 2ll men under the supervision of a foreman must be kept at all
times within reach of his voice. If such was intended by the regu-
lation, some gqualifying words such &s "dirset" or "immediste" would
heve been inserted. Additional evidence of intent is the fact that

fire fighting would be impractical under such a rule. li.3.5.)
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Discrepancies as to lumbers of Yen on First Trucl.

#hile it has no perticular bearing on the events which lead wup
to the death of the 5 enrollees, there wes en unusuel eircumstance
connected with the checking of the men on the first truck, resulting
in conflicting testimony which probably should be explained.

¥hen Timmons rounded up the men for the first crew their names
were recorded by the camp clerk, and after the men were seated in the
truck Timmons himself checked the number by having the men call off in
numerical order. Both the list held by the camp clerk and the check-
off on the truck showed thet Timmons had 22 men besides himself. This
number figures in the testimony in a number of places, and it was not
discovered until the last hour or so of my investization that there
were actually 24 enrolleess on the truck insteed of 22.

Evidently 2 boys (Blando and Wilsen) zot on the truck who were
not on the camp clerk's list and did not answer on the check-off.

After leaving the truck at the scene of the fire, 2 of the
boys in Timmons' crew (Tucceri and Felson) gredually fell behind the
rest of the boyse. Then they SE-I.W the rest of the crew retreating they
went back to Hock Creel, crossed the ereek ond went up the mountein to
north of Roek Creek, got up in some rock ledges and spent the entire
alfternoon vmtehing the fire. Timmons checked his men, according to
his staetements, by the nurber which he supposed that he had in his
cerew and naturglly thought thet he had accounted for all the men that
left on the truck.

Apparently the reason that Timmons did not discover this dis=
crepancy when the crew was divided was because he counted out the men

who went with Tippin and assumed that he had the balsnce of the 22 men




which he checked on the truck when he left camp.
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Stetements Relative to Teking Army Overheed Lo the Fire.

Some question was reised by the Army concerning the authority
of the Forest Service to teke Army overhead out es firefighters. The
implicetior vms that beys had been teken from the kitchen forece tc the
fire without Army consent. I immediately contected Timmons, and he
told me thet he had asked snd received permission to take these boys
from the Eitehen from Li. Ford who was st that time Acting Cemp Commen=
der.

I also interviewed Lts Ford whe verified Tirmons' stetement,
and seid thet he had been consulted end hed given his permission for

a part of the kitchen help to go to the fire.




Subsequent Action on Fire.

According to testimony the 7 local men rot back to the high-
wey ebout 5:4C or 3:45 in the afterncon end et 3:5C began putting in
calls for additional help. The Paradise Cemp was the first call end
they responded with 40 men that resched the scene of the fire abovt
6:00 pem. The Division of Grazing cemps et Quinm River and lcDermitt
were elso called and reached the fire about 1/2 hour behind the boys
from the Paradise Camp. The exsct number of men sent from these two
cemps is not definitely lmown. Aboub 5:00 or 5:3C p.m. an Army chap-
lain took it upon himself independently to call the Golronda Cemp of
the Division of Grezing, snd this camp alsc responded by sending men
to the fire. WVhen the men from these three camps came in Ranger Travis
had not yet errived, Timmons wes on the mountain with his men, end wun-
fortunately nobody wes present to take genersl charge and orgenize
their efforts. From statements made to me, however, it eppears that
" these various camps chose their owm sections of the line and went %o
work, the Quinn River boys on the west side, the Faradise boys on the
north side arcund the Gabice ranch, end the Golgonda Camp on the south
sides Nost of the boys from the NeDermitt Camp and part of the boys
from the Peredise Cemp imrnediately stearted looking for the bodies.

when Renger Travis arrived about 8:00 p.m. he put in another
call for men from the Faredise Camp and 52 men were sent from the lar~
tin Creek spike cemp. These boys arrived at Oroveda aboub 2:00 a.m.
on July 29,

I did not go to eny particular pains to check the action on the

fire after the arrival of the second call men since it has no bearing
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on the case in hand, and it appeared that by the time they reached
there the fire was quieting down end no difficulty wes experienced

i

in extinguishing it.
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Action of the Division of Grazing,

The Forest Service and the Division of Grezing have a very
good cooperative fire agreement, outlining in considerable detail
the functions end responsibilities of these egencies in ecese of fire
when one agency cells upon the other for assistance., In this instence
the Forest Service called for help from Division of Grezing cemps, end
I wish to record here that the response was promnt and that the men in
cherge of the DG crews carried out their part of the cooperative agree-
ment to the letter. They are, of course, in no wey ressponsible for

the fire or for eny action teken.
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Editorial in Humboldt Star.

The Humboldt Star, published in Winnemucce, Neveda, carried

the following editorial in their issue of llonday, July 31, 1838:
"Why These Deeths?

"WHY-=1is the uppermost question in the minds of more than 500
Civilian Conservetion corps enrollees of Cemp Farsdise, Cemp Golconda,
Cemp Quinn River and Cemp VeDermitt, scores of officers of the United
States army, division of grazing end forestry service together with
thousands upon thousands of interestod persons throughout levada and
the entire nation ip groping for a feasible solution or definite answer
in ettempting to uncover VHY five CCC youths lost their lives in a
brush fire in northern Humbeldt county Fridey night.

"iith damage in the fire, which swept 8,000 acres of land, ubtter=-
1y not worth mentieon, compered to the lives of the I[ive youths, who
had everything to live for, it is more then a tragic pitiful story
but should ssrve as & grim reminder and impetus in the future for all
vossible steps, whetever they may be, to helt Turther catastrophes in
cases where circumstances are wore or less similer to the Humboldt
county disaster. In this particuler fire, death to the five boys wes
accidental, perhsps, and then again was it? The Star does not have
end will not attempt to lay blame for this and all we can hope to do
is to give the truest end nost comprehensive story mede aveilable to
Use

"Already countless charges are being hurled at officers, en-
rolleses, renchlers end others interested. Word bettles will continue.

Government investigations will continue. Some cause mey be reached
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and the blame may fall upon some one or group. e do not know.

"A1l we can hope to do is to have those five boys serve es mar-
tyrs to vrevent further catestrophes. 'Government investigators will
probe every corner teo uncover information of why the five lost their
lives. Surely this will go towerds preventing future catastrophes
emong the nation's CCC camps.

"Yany men distinguished themselves for fheir velor during the
trying Fridey night end Seturdey night. Pushing aside the grim
thoughts of the five men burning to death in the fire with the part-
ing thought, perhaps your deaths will not be vain, we wish %o take
this opportunity to extend heertfelt thanks to countless persons
rendering service during the catastrophe.

"americe should be proud of its CCC, slthough inmumereble blasts
are hurled st them--some founded but the greater number groundless.
Hurboldt county cen doff its hats and say "ie thank you from the
bottom of our heerts!’, to the CCC boys alive end only pour out our
meazer condolence fer the five who lost their lives.

"United Stetes Senator Robert Reymolds of Forth Caroline has
received fsvorsble reception for his bill irntended to make the CCC
& permenent fsature of Americem life., If this is to be done, further
study of methods end action must be taken to prevent what appears to
be needless dealhse.

"Huwdboldt county is proud of the boys, who started under the
handicap of countless niclmames, and the spruce-green wniferms to be
issued next fall will mske the average American even prouder of the
€CC lads."

¥r. Headley and myself called on Mrs. Stitser, publicher of the
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Hunboldt Star, and thanked her for their very considerate treatment

of" the accident.
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Administrative fction Talen.

At the time of the fire Supervisor NeGueen was in San Fren-
cisco receiving medieal attenbion end did not reach the firs until
Yondey, July 3l. During his sbsence I tock the following adminis=
trative ection:

le T instructed Renger Travis end Camp Superintendent Hardy
that if more fires occurred, to call for volunteers from the camp snd
not to make any attempt to force the boys to‘aSSume fire duty. If
this made it necessary to hire more outside help to be paid from ¥F,
well end gocd. The boys in this camp ere from the second corps area
end are mostly southern Europeans. They are naturally emoticnal end
at thet time were extremely jittery. Any attempt to force fire duty
could easily heve serious consequences.

2. Witk the approval of Captein Seitz, the Cemp Commender,

T instructed Supsrintendent Hardy to ennounce thet there would be

no work performed on Londey, July 31, end that the dey should be set
eside as a dey of respect for the boys who lost their lives in the
Roek Creek fire. Commander Seitz end Educational Adviser ¥itchell
agreed to make short talks to the boys after breskfast. In sddition
to this, memorisl serviees were arranged et Winnemucea on the even-
ing of July 3l. About en hour before the boys were shipped, they
were brought to the front of the church and an open air memorial
service was conducted by the Army chaplain,

3. A drugeist in Winmemuceca, I believe by the name of Black,
I vas informed sent about 1,000 sandwiches to the CCC boys on the
Rock Creek fire. AMAppsrently he did not desire any pay for this, but

I instructed Travis that he should settle with Black for the cost.
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I also instruected Travis to pay Mrs. Studebsker for her time end
supplies in furnishing coffee to all comers on the rnight of July

28, and also to setile for the time of the T-man crew who teook the
initial ection on the fire. I was informed leter by lir. Travis that
tvio of these seven men refused to take payment either for their ser-

vices or for the use of their horses, but that payment would be made

to the other five.



Statement by lr., Headley after Untansling the Discrepenc
in Humber of llen who Vent to the Fire.

The camp list of men who went totels 23 including Timmons.

The camp list does not include Blendo and Wilson who were in
Timrons' crews

Timmons did not count the nurber of men after lsaving camp.
Fe wes therefore under the impression that he had a total of 23 men
ineluding himself.

fhen he brought 8 men besides himself dovm off the line that
nizht, he therefore had no resson to think any men were missing out
of his crew because he had left Kinn at the creek on the way up
and presumed he hed gone on back; and had sent Petrasek back Go
sxbricate the truck. He therefore knew of the whereabouts of 10
men besides himself which is the number he thought he had. This
explains why he wes not coneerned sbout the absence of 2 of the

men who went north of the crsek te the rocks.
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